To: the editor, Tri-City News

Re: “Teachers rights, wrongs” (Ross Murray, Tri-City News Letters, May 15, 2004)


Why is it that when a doctor tells us we’ll have to wait for surgery because of government underfunding, we trust her or him as one who speaks from knowledge and direct experience in the field, but when teachers explain to parents why a child doesn’t have, say, learning support anymore—also due to underfunding—they are labelled with our modern epithet of disdain: “political”?


First, let’s remember old Aristotle:  “Man is by nature a political animal.”  That’s  Mr. Murray, as much as it’s me.  Everyone is “political” inasmuch as we all live in a world in which opinions of others matter regarding decisions that affect society and its institutions.  In other words, the only person who is not “political” is the hermit, who needs not concern himself with consensus.  And of course, we use words, and words are never neutral, but always loaded with meaning.  Mr. Murray’s letter is no less “political” than anything the BCTF puts out, or the government.  Look at the spins he puts on his descriptions: teachers “badmouth” the government; they “disseminate political positions”; they subject “vulnerable parents and students to intimidation.”  Wow.  I never knew teachers were such self-serving, heartless thugs until you convinced me, Mr. Murray.  Thanks!  (Though I wonder how else those same sentiments might be represented by others.)


Second, arbitrator Don Monroe seems to recognize something which Mr. Murray does not: that when the voices of those in a given profession or occupation—any profession or occupation—are silenced, then you will never hear the whole story.  I don’t endorse political candidates in parent teacher meetings.  But when you ask me why a child can’t receive the particular service you think she should—or  perhaps has received in the past—the government will want me to say that it is the School District’s fault, their mismanagement.  I don’t believe this to be the case, and I can’t in good conscience keep silent.  For I, too, care about my students; I know them personally, and they know me.  We interact on a daily basis.  So if I think their policies are harming my students, I won’t roll over and be a stooge of the government.  They have enough of those already.

Mark Smith, Burnaby Teacher

3260 Mayne Crescent

Coquitlam, BC
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