More is Less in Education 

Re: Changes to Education

I agree that there are problems with the Educational System here in BC, but what Minister Clark is proposing is, in fact, going to further entrench us in the problems we face in schools and in society.

What we are already doing in schools is teaching kids how to be specialists in narrow bands of knowledge, without broad understandings of the relationships between those narrow bands.  I think teachers try their best to bridge those narrow bands—I do in my class—but we are all constrained by a curriculum which is skills-based and which only ascribes value to “results”, things that can be “measured”.  The science student is taught the parts of a flower, but not how to appreciate its beauty. My English students are taught how to recognize a certain literary device in a poem, but not how to be affected by it.  Our students can program a computer, but cannot judge the validity of an opinion.  Our children are becoming “clever” without becoming “intelligent”.

The real world is not a business.  The real world is society.  People.  The earth. To move kids into “pathways” is to further isolate them from the “real world”.  Its purpose is to create “workers” who pay taxes.  This is how the Government hopes to get a “return” on its investment into Education.  But Education should be a sacrifice.  The return is not supposed to be in revenue, in a “competitive economy”.  It should be in people who can think.  I mean really think.  It should be in people who have balanced perspectives, who care about others and the effect they have on the world around them, who can think critically about things that matter.  Fill a society with people like that, you will have a thriving economy.  Fill a society with workers who have a limited scope, and you create a society of drones.

We do not need increased specialization in “pathways”.  We need fewer specializations.  We need to teach habits of thought.  We need to teach “understanding”, not in the sense of mechanical processes, but in the sense of the relationship between our use of knowledge and its consequences.  They can learn about technology, business, science, and even—dare I say it?—literature later.  The rush to get kids to decide what “job” they want to pursue, when they are going to spend a third of their lives in retirement, is ludicrous.  Let’s work on teaching them how to be thoughtful, before we worry about their “productivity”.

And don’t even get me started about making Physical Education mandatory for kids whose schools feed them French fries for lunch and put vending machines in every hallway.
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