The True Meaning of Easter


Re: The Myth and Meaning of Easter” (Pastor's Perspective column, The Tri-City News, March 26, 2005).


I think Rev. Katie Stein Sather has missed the point and, possibly, misled readers.  Easter is not about new leaves on trees.  It is not about flowers, songs, or laughing with friends.  It is about a man who was dead three days, then came to life again.  Believe it, don't believe it—that's up to you.  But make sure you understand what all the fuss is about.


Ms. Sather, in reducing the resurrection of Jesus to mere metaphor, trivializes its significance.  I don't really blame her; the Bible is full of metaphor—just not here.


We didn't need Jesus to die on a cross so we could better understand why trees go bare in winter or why flowers come up in spring.  These are easy to figure out.  If anything, we use those common “rebirths” to understand this exceedingly uncommon one.  The resurrection is where Jesus puts his money where his mouth is.  There's my use of metaphor.


All that suffering on a cross seems like a lot to go through just to give us  “a lilt to walk through our day.”  Flowers, music, friendship—these are good, they are nice, but they are not remarkable.  Overcoming death itself?  That gets my attention.

