
Advent, from the Latin, means “to come toward” or “to approach.”  But what are we approaching, and how?


The model for Advent was John the Baptist, who cried the words of Isaiah 40:3: “Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight” (Luke 3:4).  Was John calling people to prepare for Christmas time, for Jesus' birth, as we do today?  This event had long since passed.  No, John was preparing for the Messiah's Kingdom. But how shall we prepare?


“Prepare” could have come from kataskeuazo which means to “prepare thoroughly” by means of some external equipment.  Yet the Gospel writers use etoimazo, to “prepare” internally.


Now if we are to prepare internally, then it follows that the “way” and the “paths” must be internal too.  “The way” is the hodos.  Hodos can be used figuratively, as for the early Christians who were followers of “the hodos” (Acts 9:2), or literally, as in “the hodos...from Jerusalem” (Acts 8:26).  This is a “highway,” the kind that Jesus' contemporaries would have expected a conquering Messiah-King to use.   “Paths,” however, is from tribos, the kind of foot-worn path or “rut” worn away by casual use.  A goat might make a tribos; in fact, “goat” and “path” share a common root in Greek.


So here we are.  In our goat-like capriciousness, we have made ruts of our lives, ruts we want a king to walk.  And how do we turn our ruts into highways?


Repent.  


John came “preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins” (Luke 3:3).  Through repentance we make our goatish tribos into a hodos to receive the King; our gracious King who himself once walked the common tribos among us, and who will come again along a hodos of glory.

