SOUTH MISSISSIPPI HORSE SHOW AND RODEO ASSOCIATION

Rules and Regulations for Horse Shows

I:
SCHEDULING OF APPROVED SHOWS

A. The SOUTH MISSISSIPPI HORSE SHOW AND RODEO ASSOCIATION Annual show will be no earlier than the second weekend in March.  The second Association Point Show will be no later than the second weekend in August and is the cut off date for state qualifying points.  Both these shows will be double points for State only.  Judges for the SMHS &R Association cannot be a member of the Association.  At the Association shows, each club will be responsible for three(3) ‘cake walk’ items.  (2002)The year-end award show season shall run from the second weekend in March until the last weekend in October.  If an exhibitor earns points in an approved SMHS&RA show after the second weekend in August (state cut-off) then the points will apply to state points only for the following year. (2006)
B. The order of choosing a show date for the ONE OR TWO Association club shows  will be on a rotating basis.  Starting in 1984, the drawing will be initiated.  In successive years the first club to choose will be placed at the last position to choose.  The upcoming year show date must be selected at the September Association meeting.  Failure to choose show date at this meeting will forfeit clubs position to choose and move said club to bottom of list for that meeting only.  The Secretary of the Association will maintain the roster of choice in successive years. (2002)(2006)
C. In no instance will a point show be approved to be held ahead of the Annual Association show.  Further, no member may conduct more than one show until all members have at least one show approved or until May 1, whichever comes first.

D. Two separate horse shows may be scheduled by members of the Association on the same weekend, but not on the same day.  For the purpose of clarification, the following shall apply:

1. One show may be scheduled on Saturday; the second show may be scheduled on Sunday.

2. Only one of the two shows can be approved as an Association point show, and shall have preference over the other.  The second show will be classes as an open show or timed event show.

3. The member scheduling the open show or timed event show on the same weekend as the Association point show must first obtain the approval of the member scheduling the point show.  This requirement does not apply to the member conducting the point show, regardless of when the point show is scheduled.

4. If so desired a club may split its show into two (2) days.(2004)

E. In extending the same privilege to locally scheduled Registered shows, the Association will not schedule a point show, which conflicts with local, district, and State 4-H elimination horse shows.

F. Rained out shows get pick of cancelled show dates.  Original scheduled dates determine order of selection: (not to conflict with Rule I.C. of Rules and Regulations.)
II:
SPORTSMANSHIP:

A. Unsportsmanlike conduct by an exhibitor, Association member and/or representative acting on behalf of the exhibitor shall jeopardize that contestant’s right to further exhibit in Association approved shows.  At any time the Judge and/or Show Steward may issue a first warning to any exhibitor for unsportsmanlike conduct.  Upon the failure to comply wit this warning, the contestant shall be disqualified from further classes in the show and future Association approved shows.

B. One of the founding principles of the South Mississippi Horse Show and Rodeo Association is to promote the ideals of good sportsmanship.  These rules will be strictly enforced.  No points or awards will be given to a contestant being disqualified from a show for unsportsmanlike conduct.  (2002)

C. The Grievance Committee will review any contestant’s disqualification from a show for unsportsmanship conduct with a final appeal to the Regular delegates to the Association.
III:
HORSE SHOW PROTEST

A. Any exhibitor making a protest shall lodge such protest with the Association Secretary in writing within twelve (12) hours of the time of the cause of the protest.  No protest shall be entertained by the Association and/or Co-sponsoring organization, if appropriate, unless accompanied by a deposit of fifty ($50.00) dollars, which may be forfeited if the protest is not sustained.  The Grievance Committee shall adjudicate protest.  A decision of the Grievance Committee can be appealed to or reviewed by the Regular delegates to the Association.  The $50.00 deposit must be in cash and a receipt for the protest fee shall be issued.

B. If an Association BY-LAW or Rule governing horse show is found to be an obvious violation the $50.00 deposit will be waived.  (1993)
IV:
GENERAL RULES COVERING ALL SHOWS 

A. All dogs on grounds shall be on a leash. The owner shall receive a warning, then if said dog is still not on a leash then the owner will be fined $25.00, if the owner still does not put the dog on a leash then the owner will be asked to leave the show grounds.(2006)

The rules governing horse show that were on the books up until  2002 will not be recognized for a period of one year.  This is on a trial basis only.  Show management will make all decisions.  (2002)

V:
AWARDING OF POINTS

A.
Awarding of points for first place and lesser placing for each event will be determined by the number of horses competing in each event, not to exceed five (5) points, as certified by the Judge and/or Show Steward on the Association Official Results Form.  The following method of computing points awarded shall apply:
Horses competing


Placing

Points awarded

5 or more


1st thru 5th


5,4,3,2,1

No more than 4

1st thru 4th


4,3,2,1

No more than 3

1st thru 3rd


3,2,1,

No more that 2

1st and 2nd


2,1

No more than 1

1st



1

Note: this involves Association accumulative points only.  Methods of determining high point winners for each show will be the responsibility of the club sponsoring the show.

1. Association members recorded on the Association official results form for a particular event may be advanced one position for the purpose of being awarded points, should a contestant in a higher placing in that same event not be a member of the Association.

B.
When an individual rider or exhibitor using the same horse has reached a goal of forty-five (45) points, a trophy not to exceed $20.00 will be given to the individual.  Trophies and awards will be presented at the annual awards function.  Points may be carried over from year to year.  Points over and above the forty-five (45) required for a trophy shall be retained and added toward the second award.  Awards that are not picked up when presented will be given to a responsible person in recipient member’s club.  This person will be responsible for seeing the recipient receives the award.

1. Youth exhibitors that are required to move to a higher age division from 12 & under and 9 & under, who have exhibited in pony classes and buck-a-roo classes, and have earnestly strived to attain forty-five (45) points but have not been able to do so, will in the interest of our youth receive a trophy provided the following conditions have been met.

a. The horse or pony and rider must have earned at least twenty-five (25) points in a given class.

b. The horse or pony and rider must have shown in at least one-half of association point shows in the calendar year prior to them moving up.

2. Points earned during youth shows in events normally open to adults, i.e. Halter Mares, Halter Geldings, Western Riding, Trail, Reining, and Gaited will not be calculated towards those event awards.

C.
The second award will be a plaque with the name of the exhibitor and the horse.  This award will be the accumulation of sixty points over the original 45 points earned for the first award, the trophy.  With this plaque the event that the 60 points was earned in will be stamped on a plate measuring approximately ¾” X 3”.  The award for all other 60 points earned by that horse and rider combination will be a plate with the respective event’s name on it along with the year earned and a $20.00 check.  This plate, measuring approximately ¾” X 3”, will be added to the plaque already received.

D. The Association Point Keeper will submit a current point sheet on all Association approved events to each member club on a quarterly basis.

E. An annual award will be made for sportsmanship to the Youth contestant who in the opinion of the Grievance Committee is outstanding in sportsmanship and deserves a special award  (See Article VI, D. By-Laws).

F. Transfer of points from one horse or pony to another may be allowed, provided owners, or any rider or exhibitor showing for the owner, comply with the procedures, which follow.
1. Death or Permanent Physical Disability:

a. In case of death or permanent physical disability of a horse or pony, transfer of points to a replacement horse or pony may be allowed provided the conditions which follow are met.

1) Owner must submit a written request to the Association Secretary to initiate the transfer of points.

2) The request must be accompanied by a written statement from the attending Veterinarian certifying that the permanent disability is due to either death or other causes and that the horse or pony can no longer be shown.

3) Horses or points recovering from a certified permanent physical disability will begin at zero points after the transfer of points has been made if shown again by the same owner, or any rider or exhibitor showing that horse/pony for the same owner.

4) Association points eligible to be transferred will only apply toward 45-point trophies and 60-point plaque/plates.
**For clarification only:
Points earned by horses or ponies shown in the same class at the same time will not be transferred.

2.
Temporary Disability:

Horses or ponies temporarily disabled during the Association year will not be eligible for transfer of points.  Any points earned up to the temporary disability will remain active on the point books until shown again.

3.
Equine Infectious Anemia (Coggins) Test:

a. Horses or ponies declared positive in a Coggins test will be regarded as permanently disabled, thus allowing points to be transferred to a replacement and cannot be transferred back to the positive horse or pony at any time.  The positive horse or pony may no longer accumulate points in the Association.  No further transfer will be allowed under this rule except as specified in paragraph 1 above.

b. The request for transferring points must be submitted in writing to the Association Secretary within thirty (30) days and must be accompanied by the following:

1) A copy of the letter that declared the horse or pony to be positive.

2) A copy of the Coggins test which reflects the replacement horse or pony to be negative.

c. All exhibitors showing at any South Mississippi Horse Show & Rodeo Association show must show proof of a current (within one year) negative Coggins test, original copies only, (no photocopies) for each horse entered.  Horses not being shown but are on the show grounds must have in their possession a negative Coggins test.

d. All hosting clubs will have a Coggins inspector at their gate beginning at one (1) hour prior to starting their show until it is apparent no other horses are arriving.

4. Record of Points Transferred:

The Association Point Keeper will maintain a Permanent record of all horses and ponies declared permanently disabled, points transferred, veterinarian certifying statements and letters regarding Coggins test.

G. All show secretaries must submit to the Association Point Keeper within ten (10) says after the show a certified list of all winners in each approved event.  The club having a show on the state cut-off date must submit the certified list of all winners within five (5) days.  This list must include rider’s name, horse’s name and the name of the club to which the rider belongs.  Penalty for not submitting this list is a $25.00 fine, or suspension from the Association if the fine is not paid within thirty-days (30).  No points will be awarded until the Association has received its member dues for the show.  (2002)

H. The Association Vice-Chairman must measure all ponies, or his/her appointed delegate, before the pony may be exhibited.  All ponies will be measured prior to receiving any points and at the last SMHS&RA show prior to state regardless of age and as running.(As running for clarification means with or without shoes.)(2004) However, SMHS&RA retains the right to measure any pony under or over five (5) years of age at any given time. (1995) Pony height may not exceed fifty-two (52) inches to be exhibited or earn points in pony classes.  Certification of measurement will be given to the owner and must be presented before the pony may be entered at any Association show.  Certification will also be sent to the SMHS&RA point keeper.(2004) See Attachment #2 for pony measurement guidelines.(2005)

I. The qualifying cut-off date for the Mississippi State Championship Show will be the second weekend in August.  (2002)

VI:
JUDGES:

A.
To initially qualify as an approved SMHS&RA Judge, the applicant shall meet the following requirement:

1.
Judges two (2) SMHS&RA approved shows as a trial.  The judge 

will then be voted on at the next SMHS&RA Annual Meeting by the delegates, and will either be added to the judge’s list or not be added to the list.(2005)

2. To stay current of the Association Judge’s list, a person must judge at least one show in two (2) consecutive years or attend an approved clinic.  Anyone not meeting these requirements will have their name removed from the Judge’s list.

3. In lieu of the above requirements, a Judge holding a current National Breed Card will be considered approved.

B.
It is the responsibility of the SMHS&RA Chairman to provide each member club with the available list of Judges and to make certain that each person on the lists meets the requirements of this article, paragraph A.

C. If a Judge fails to report on the show grounds at the scheduled time, the show may be delayed thirty-minutes (30).  If after the thirty-minute (30) delay, the Judge has not reported, then the Association Chairman shall appoint any approved Judge present to judge the show. 

D. Member Clubs are encouraged to obtain a card or letter from the Judge stating that he/she has accepted the agreement to judge the show.

E. Neither the Judge or members of his family shall exhibit or act as agent/representative in any capacity, or handlers or a horse in any approved class at a show or contest at which he/she is officiating; nor may any horse be shown under a Judge if the Judge as been the owner, trainer, agent in any capacity, or conditioner of that horse within the previous sixty-days (60).  If such a horse is entered in a show, its entry fee shall be refunded and it is not to be exhibited.  A Judge may be suspended from the Association List of Approved Judges for an infraction of this rule.

F. A Judge may judge two (2) approved show per year, provided there is a forty-five (45) day interval between shows.  This does not apply to youth shows.

VII:
PLACING

Each class will be place through sixth (6th) place.  Horses and riders, or exhibitors, shall be recorded on the Official Results Form as selected by the Judge in performance classes, and as certified by the show Steward in timed events according to the best ties under the clock.

Awarding of points will be in accordance with Rule V, Awarding of Points paragraph A-1 General Rules.

VIII:
EVENTS

A.
Current American Quarter Horse Association (AQHA) rules shall apply in all events except those indicated below:

1. The same horse may be ridden in more than one pleasure class.

2. Stallions may not be shown by a youth.

3. The same halter horse and rider combination may only compete in one halter class per show. (2003)

4. The same walk-trot horse and rider combination may only compete in one SMHS&RA point earning walk-trot class per show.(2003)

5. GAITED PLEASURE CLASS

(a) This class is primarily for horses performing such saddle gaits at the rack, single-foot, pace, running walk, etc.  This class is open to all types of Gaited horses.

(b) Horses are to be shown at a flat walk and/or show walk, and favorite gait.  The class will be judged on performance manners, presence, quality, and suitability.

(c) All horses may be show in Western or English tack, with the rider using the appropriate attire.  Any type horse shows will be allowed.

(d) Gaited horses will not be required to back.

6. ARENA RACE

The barrel should be placed at least seventy-five feet (75) from the run-out and as near center of the width as possible.  The barrel may be circled wither right or left.  Knocking over the barrel shall result in the rider being assessed a five second (5) penalty.

7. BARREL RACE

Knocking over a barrel shall carry a five second (5) penalty.  Failure to follow the course shall cause disqualification.  A contestant may touch the barrel with his or her hand(s) in barrel racing.

8. QUADRANGLE STAKE RACE

(a) The Quadrangle Stake Race is a timed event using six (6) poles.


(b)
The quad pattern will be set up as follows:  30’ between center poles 15’ each way of center of area.  The 4 corner poles will be set 63’ from the center of the center poles and 21’ from the fence.(2006)

(a) The horse circles the first pole to the right and goes to the opposite pole, circling to the right, then back through the center poles to the third pole, this time circling to the left and then to the opposite pole, circling to the left and back through the center poles where the time stops.

(b) This pattern may be run either to the left pole or the right pole to begin.  The rider must remember to cross his or her tracks each time he or she circles the out-side pole (such as in the Barrel Race).

(c) Time shall be measured by either and electric timer or flagman and stopwatches.  If electric timer is used, the “override” must be engages before the horse goes through the center poles the second time, and disengaged before the horse completes the pattern.  Flagman and stopwatches shall be used in accordance with Rule IV, paragraph C and E, General Rules.

(d) Riders shall receive a five (5) second penalty for each pole knocked down.

9.
REINING

The show judge will be required to post or publicly announce the reining pattern at least three (3) classes before the reining event.  Only one horse and rider will be in the arena during reining.

10. 
BUCK-A-ROO

(a) The Buck-A-Roo class is for youth nine (9) years and under.  The number of gaits shall be limited to two (2), walk and trot.  The judge will not call for a canter or back.

(b) In the interest of safety, ponies will not be allowed in the arena with horses in the Buck-A-Roo class.  A separate Pony Buck-A-Roo class may be scheduled at the discretion of the host club.

(c) Also, in the interest of safety, at least six (6) adults should be in the arena during the Buck-A-Roo class to assist where needed.
11.
HUNTER UNDER SADDLE

Hunter Under Saddle may be combined youth and adult or separated:

Hunter Under Saddle Youth and Hunter Under Saddle Adult.

12.
STAKE RACE
Stake race will be split into STAKE RACE 17 & UNDER and STAKE RACE 18 & OVER.

The markers used will be cones.(2003)

13.
Unassisted 8 & Under Barrels(2005)

(a) The rider will be 8 years of age or under according to SMHS&RA Rules and By-Laws.

(b) The rider will be unassisted within the arena.

(c) The class will be placed and earn SMHS&RA points according to SMHS&RA Rules and By-Laws.

(d) The horse and rider combination that rides in this event may not be shown, as a horse and rider combination, in any other barrel event.  For example, Susie show Star in this event then Susie may not show Star in any other barrel class.(2005)

IX:
CLOTHING

A.
In the interest of safety, any acceptable or conventional western boot shall be worn by rider or exhibitor in all events, performance or timed.  Sneakers, sandals, slippers, muck boots or other low quarter footwear will not be allowed.  Failure to comply with this rule shall result in the rider being disqualified.  (1996)

B. Hats and caps may or may not be worn during running (timed) events.  However, should the contestant choose to wear a hat to a cap and it blows off inside the arena, the contestant will be disqualified and receive no time for that event.  (1997).

C. Sleeved shirts with no midriff or back showing may be worn during the timed events.  There will be NO tank tops, crop tops, tied-up shirts, spaghetti straps, sleeveless shirts, tube tops, muscle shirts, or undershirts allowed.(2006)
X:
ANNUAL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW

A.
Where Association events are divided into youth and adult but are combined at the Annual State Championship Shows, selection of the top six (6) riders to represent this Association shall be equally divided, i.e.: the top three (3) riders from the youth events, and the top three (3) riders from the adult events.

B. Where adult events are divided by sex at the Association level and combined at the Annual Championship Horse Show, the top six (6) riders to represent this Association shall be equally divided, i.e.: the top three (3) for the ladies events, and the top three (3) riders from the men’s events.

C. The top six (6) riders in all open (qualifying) events to represent this Association at the Annual State Championship Horse Show shall be chosen on the basis of points accumulated during the inclusive period specified by the Executive committee.

D. Horses or ponies which qualify to show in the State Show but become temporarily disabled immediately prior to the State Show, may be replaced by another horse or pony provided the conditions which follow are met:

1. The owner, or any rider to exhibitor who routinely qualified on that horse or pony to show at State, must present a written statement from the attending veterinarian to the Association secretary certifying that, the qualified horse or pony cannot be shown at the State Show.  In this case, a replacement may be allowed to show only in those events in which the original qualification was earned.

2. Owners, riders or exhibitors who do not follow the procedure outlined will be scratched from all events in which the replacement horse or pony is attempted to be used.

E. Riders and exhibitors among the top six selected for the State Show but who are unable to attend will not be permitted to have a replacement show the horse or pony unless that person also routinely qualified on the same horse or pony and meets the requirements of paragraph C. above.

F. Exhibitors qualifying for the Mississippi Championship Horse Show must notify South Mississippi Horse Show and Rodeo Association at the qualifying meeting after the cut-off date of said qualifiers/exhibitors intention of exhibiting in the State Show.

1. For the State Show fees, each club will be responsible for collecting fees and paying them to the SMHS&RA.  (1998)

G. In order to show in a qualifying event at the State Show, the rider and horse must have earned current qualifying points in the South Mississippi Horse Show and Rodeo Association shows.

1. Horses that have not earned qualifying points during the qualifying year, may enter and exhibit in classes at the Mississippi State Championship Show provided:

(a) All point earning entries have not filled the class.

(b) The owner has earned Association points during the qualifying year.

(c) The horse is exhibited at the Mississippi State Championship show by the owner or immediate family member.

(d) The owner has owned the entry since birth at one-half (1/2) of the qualifying year, whichever is less.

(e) If fewer slots are available than entries, the owner who has earned the greater amount of qualifying points during the qualifying year will be given preference.

(f) The entry fee for fill-in classes will be twice the normal fee.

2. All other qualifying events, not filled, may be filled with Association members who are already qualified in other events at the regular fee.  Classes to be filled will be on a first-come, first-serve basis at the annual qualifying meeting.

H. Members who show other than legally registered entries (change horse or rider registered to exhibit) for events at the State Show will be suspended from South Mississippi Horse Show and Rodeo Association.  Appeal may be made at a scheduled regular meeting of the South Mississippi Horse Show and Rodeo Association.

I. The lodging expense that is set-aside for the directors and officers will have a pre-approved room-rate charge.  This will be the maximum amount per night-per room-per family.  Reimbursement must be accompanied be original receipt.  (2002)  If the state association pays for directors and officers rooms at state horse show then SMHS&RA will NOT pay for the rooms.(2003)

J. The SMHS&RA will charge an additional $2.00 fee per entry (open or qualifying) for each State Championship Show entry.

XI:
ANNUAL ASSOCIATION ASSESSEMENT

Regular member clubs shall be assessed a one ($1.00) dollar membership fee per family membership.  Individual (Associate) Members shall also be assessed a one ($1.00) dollar per membership fee.  Fees are due January 1, with the Club’s roster.  Definition of family membership for assessment of one-dollar ($1.00) fee, husband, wife and children (under or over the age of 18) as long as the child has never married and is still dependent on their parents for their livelihood and maintains this address as their home.  (1997)

Attachment #1

South Mississippi Horse Show and Rodeo Association Master List of Approved Events (Attachment #1, Rule IV, paragraph O, General Rules)

REQUIRED CLASSES

Association Point Show




Association Youth Show

1.   Halter Ponies 52” & under (2005)

2    Halter Stallions





1.    Halter Pony(1993)52 & u(05)

3    Halter Geldings





2.    Halter Geldings

4    Halter Mares
(2& Under)(2004)


3.    Halter Mares(2& U.)(2004)

5    Halter Mares (3& Over)(2004)



4.    Halter Mares (3&over)(2004)

6    Pony Western Pleasure (U 52”)



5.    Pony Western Pleasure

7    12 & Under Western Pleasure



6.    12 & U Western Pleasure

8    13 – 17 Western Pleasure




7.    13 – 17 Western Pleasure

9    Ladies Western Pleasure




8.    Walk/Trot

9.    Buck-A-Roo  9 & Under

10   Men’s Western Pleasure




10.    Trail

11  Walk/Trot (Youth 17 & U & Adult or Open)

11.   Reining (1993)

12.   Buck-A-Roo  9 & Under




12.  Western Riding

13.  Trail






13.  Hunter Under Saddle 

14.  Western Riding





14.  Pony Poles 



15.  Reining (Split or Combine)  



15.  12 & Under Poles

16.  Hunter Under Saddle (Split or Combine)

16.  13 – 17 Poles

17.  Pony Poles





17.   Pony Quadrangle Race (1993)

18.  12 & Under Poles





18.   12 & Under Quadrangle Race 

19.  13 – 17 Poles





19.   13 – 17 Quadrangle Race

20.  Ladies Poles





20.   Pony Barrels

21.  Men’s Poles





21.   12 & Under Barrels

22.  12 & Under Quadrangle Race



22.   13 –17 Barrels

23.  13 – 17 Quadrangle Race




23.   Pony Arena Race (1993)

24.  Adult Quadrangle Race




24.   12 & Under Arena Race

25.  Pony Barrels





25.   13 – 17  Arena Race

26.  12 & Under Barrels




26.  8 & under Unassisted Barrels

27.
13 – 17 Barrels






28.
Ladies Barrels

29.
Men’s Barrels

30.
12 & Under Arena Race






31.
13 – 17 Arena Race

32.
Adult Arena Race

33. 8 & Under Unassisted Barrels(2006)

(Attachment #1 cont.)

OPTIONAL ASSOCIATION CLASSES:

Hosting club has the option to combine/split these classes


1.
Gaited 


(Youth & Adult or Open)


2.
Showmanship

(Youth & Adult or Open)

3.
Challenged Halter

4.
Walk-Trot  Challenged Rider

5.
Horsemanship 

(Youth & Adult or Open)


6.
Pony Buck-A-Roo

9 & Under – Walk Trot


7.
Pony Quadrangle Race
(Under 52”)

8.
Pony Arena Race

(Under 52”)

9.
Stakes (1998)

(17 & under & 18 & Over)(2003)

10.
Pony Hunter Under Saddle (2004)

Note: Pony classes are limited to exhibitors 12 & Under.  Ponies are limited to 52” and under.  (1993)

Clubs may schedule additional events in point shows.  Association dues are required only on the approved events listed above.

Attachment # 2(2005)

GUIDELINES FOR PONY MEASUREMENT

Measurements must be performed on a level surface either concrete or wood.  A visible line must be placed on the surface.

Measurements will be taken from the point of the withers to the level surface, with the measuring device leveled vertically (y-axis) and horizontally (x-axis).

Measurements will be preformed by the vice-chairman or his designee, and an appointed member of the association.  All measurements must be certified by both parties.

The pony will be positioned with the toe of the front feet on the line and be four square and head level.  It will be the owner/exhibitors responsibility to properly position the pony and maintain that position during the measurement process.

Each pony will be given three (3) attempts to maintain the proper position for measurement.  After the third (3rd) attempt a no measurement will be given for that show.  An attempt will be defined as any movement after the process has started.  The pony may be measured at the next show at a time convenient for the vice-chairman and his designee.

Any interference by the owner/exhibitor during the measuring process will result in a no measurement being given to the pony.

A certificate with the: date, owner/exhibitors name, club affiliation, pony’s name, official height with or without shoes, and a signature of measuring officials will be given to the owner.  A copy will be forwarded to the association point keeper and a copy will be maintained by the vice-chairman.
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