Salmon Model Horse Club Photo Show


Judge:  Juanita Snyder, Coos Bay Oregon





Entrants:  Jessica Steele (JS), Hannah Bennet (HB), and Mary Bennett (MB)





1) Halter Class (3 entries):  1-Sweething (JS)  2-Lonesome Dove (HB)  3-Sergeant (MB)


	


	Judge’s Notes:  “I placed this class this way as I felt the doll handler in first place added 	a nice touch of realism to the photo.  Scale (doll to horse) works, attire was appropriate, 	


although I would had preferred to see the handler positioned a little closer to the horse.  The 2nd 	place finisher in this class had a well-fit halter, good color (red) halter that really showed off the 	horse’s head well.  However, I think the chain portion of the lead rope was a little too long and 	distracting and therefore in need of shortening.  I did like the way the topline against the white		fence backdrop was sharp and clear.  The 3rd placer here had a pretty blurry picture, which I 	had to mark down for; otherwise, it was a nice halter pose.  Nice topline outline against the 	arena fence. Also, the halter noseband seemed a little low on the face, making the overall halter 	look a little too big on the model. Correct these tiny faults next photo round and this picture 	would easily move into 1st place!”





2) Trail Class (3 entries):  1-Lemon Drop (JS)  2-Lonesome Dove (HB)  3-Alona (MB)





	Judge’s Notes:  “When placing this class, I thought photo #1 had the best use & position of all 	doll handlers, although the lack of railing on the bridge prop might otherwise raise safety 	concerns with other judges. Also, I would have preferred an actual halter over bridle for 	headgear use.  The 2nd place photo was prolly the best photo overall in this class BUT had to be 	marked down due to an important missing prop - the lead rope.  Model needed to be shown 	walking over ground poles with the lead either directly in front (being led) or held (with sticky 	wax) back against neck/shoulder on the off side, to give the illusion of the handler walking 	beside the animal‘s shoulder area. Otherwise, nice use of arena fence background, nice clear 	photo with sharp details, and definitely best use of trail props.  With a lead rope, I would have 	placed this photo first. The 3rd placer here lacked an background arena fence, which gave the 	overall photo a feeling of being “unfinished” (after all, this is supposed to be an actual arena 	type trail class just like it was being held at a real horse show);  Additionally, the sloppy hold by 


	the doll handler on lead rope bothered me. The hold should had been tighter & higher.  On the 	plus side, the blue tarp & trees were a nice touch of realism much appreciated by this judge.”





3)  Scene Class (4 entries):  1-Rufus (MB)  2-Lemon Drop (JS)  3-Lonesome Dove & April (HB), 4-Pirro & Wildfire (MB)





	Judge’s Notes:  “The 1st place photo in this class had the best use of props (trees & wolves)  		and background I thought.  The only way to improve upon it would be to add a small handful of 	rocks (as boulders) next time to help fill up more background space.  Photo 2 wasn’t bad, but 	would have done better if you’d lose the poles & fence backdrop and make the scene all about a 	nice quiet bareback ride in the countryside.  Next time, add rocks for boulders plus maybe a 	critter (rabbit, skunk, deer, etc.) looking on somewhere in the backdrop, for a more natural 	“on the trail” effect. The 3rd photo was a cute Christmas scene although this judge felt it needed 	to be cropped to make the models more the center of attention, without all the extra dead space 	that’s currently on each side of the picture. The 4th & last photo was a nice attempt at a driving 	scene.  A little more realistic tack (harness & bridles) would have easily bumped up it’s placing 	in this class.”





Grand of Show:  Rufus (MB)	      Resv: Lemon Drop (JS)	    Hi-Pt: Lonesome Dove (HB)





Ladies, overall, your entries showed great promise!  There were some great dynamics going for many of you (picture quality, good use of props, strategic use of rider/handler dolls, for example). Be sure to read my Judge’s notes concerning each class, and carefully consider suggestions given the next time you go to shoot additional new photos. Don’t be afraid to experiment: try new photo angles, learn to make further use of new, simple & inexpensive props (like using various size rocks for boulders or an empty coke/pepsi can for a nifty barrel racing scene), and always be mindful to try and always fill your camera frame with as much of the model horse as possible.  What you’re trying for are nice, clean, clear, in-focus, and up-close shots.  Blur the background slightly for pasture shots (achieved by putting distance between model and poster backdrop). For arena shots, photograph the model right up against the fence backdrop so that you can show off that new fence.  Try gluing or taping sponsor signs (logos cut out of horsey magazines) onto your fence for an especially neat & realistic effect.  Experiment with sand, peat moss, and cat litter for footing, or try sheets of sandpaper or even a large brown or green towel (each will have a totally different effect).





Congrats to both the Grand & Reserve of this show, as well as to our Hi-Pt winner.  Each of you are to be rewarded with a brand spanking new Breyer Stablemate model, judge’s choice. Good job ladies!  It was an honor to judge your entries!





Happy Modeling!





Juanita Snyder, Judge


Coos Bay Oregon


July 1, 2004





P.S.  Likewise, Congratulations & Kudos to everyone for the fantastic effort in getting Breyer to help sponsor the Abaco Wild Horse preservation group!  This was a tremendous project and every one of you should raise your head high!  You did it!  You made a difference in someone’s life!  I am so proud of this group!  Congratulations!




















