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Chapter 4





	A dark shadow glared through the dancing couples as the dark-haired singer belted out the last song.  She had lovely voice, it was energetic and had an edge.  The kind that sang ballads as well as she could sing rock songs.  Her voice enthralled all listening to it.  She had a presence to her as well, that demanded the recognition she was surely going to receive.  If she wanted to, this Hino Rei would do well in show business.


	But shadowy figure wasn't there to see a good song and dance.  Her eyes slid to the table that the singer had come from.  Sitting at it was a tall brunette, whom she recognized as the proprieter of the restruant.  Next to her was a blue-haired doctor, and more importantly, two blue-eyed blondes.


	The assasin had been sent to kill Neo-Queen Serenity and her unborn child.  She had been told that her target would be at this restraunt visiting friends.  She was also told to expect the queen to be in disguise.  Looking at the two women, she decided the one with the bow was her target.  Her face was familiar and she had an elegant, poised aura to her.  The other blond looked like a secretary, and she had seen her falling when she came in.  Everyone knew that the queen of Neo Tokyo was poised and lady-like.


	The assasin's hand moved to her hip, where she had a small arsenal of weapons at her fingertips.  Well hidden under her jacket that she hadn't checked at the door.  The people in Crystal Tokyo were becoming trusting fools.  And now they would have to pay for their foolishness.  Tonight, the world lost it's future.


*******************************************


	Rei finished her song, her arms in the air as an exclamation of it.  The audience applauded loudly, then, one by one, diners stood and clapped their hands wildly.  Rei felt a familiar rush sweep through her veins as she bowed one last time and stepped off the stage.  The applause continued until the band cued up and played old classics, calling the couples onto the dance floor again.


	"That was great Rei-chan!" Minako exclaimed as Rei came back to the table and sat.


	"You still got it!"  Ami enthusiasticaly agreed.


	Usagi grinned and arched a smug brow, "I told you so."


	Rei smiled widely, "Yeah, well.  It was kind of fun."


	"Kind of!" Makoto sputtered, knocking her palm into her forhead in disbelief, "You had the whole place going.  You got a standing ovation!  Don't give us any kind-ofs.  You loved every moment of it!"


	All the girls laughed, agreeing with Makoto, pestering Rei into admittance.  The waitor returned with their drink orders and handed them their food menus.  Makoto suggested that everybody start with the shrimp appetizer, "It's really good, I made up the recipe myself!"  Usagi asked for another glass of tea and he left with their orders.


	"Why don't you have a glass of wine, Usagi?  This isn't high school anymore.  We're all adults and the last time I checked, this was a party."  Minako asked, looking at Usagi with confusion in her eyes.


	Usagi was quiet for a moment, looking at Minako and then she breathed out slowly.  *Here goes nothin'.* 


	"Well, you see, I'm-"


	"That performance reminded me of that time back in junior high when you planned and sang in that festival at T*A."  Makoto unwittingly interrupted.


	"Ani laughed at the memory, "Except this time a giant fish didn't spoil it."


	Makoto, Minako and Usagi giggled their agreement and Rei sniffed dramatically, "I didn't think it was very funny.  I spent all that time working on that music and one lousy Cardian ruined it all."


	"I thought it was a 'cinch'?" Usagi teased.


	"Yeah." Minako added, pointing a finger into the air and pulled her face into her best Rei impression, "It was no problem really, breezed right through it."


	Four sets of eyes fell on Rei, who smiled sheepishly, "Maybe I exaggerated somewhat."


	"Somewhat." Usagi repeated, stretching her arms out to her side as far as they would go.  Rei pushed at her, causing Usagi to fall over onto Minako.  Minako yelped in surprise and spilled wine on her dress.  Usagi managed to straighten herself out and smile in apology at Minako who just laughed and held what was left of her wine in the middle of the table.


	"To us." she said, her eyes dancing as she looked at her friends.


	"To our past." Ami toasted.


	"The good times." Makoto joked, putting her glass up.


	Rei smiled and felt whole for the first time in what seemed forever, "To the present." she added.


	The girls looked at Usagi, who just stared for a while, looking from face to face, allowing each, warm happy memory to flood into her head.  Ami patiently helping her study for the big math tests that she usually failed anyway. Makoto attempting to teach her to cook, then cheering her up when it came out all wrong.  Minako always beating her at the Sailor V game at the arcade, then getting her something cute from the claw game to make her feel better.  And then there was Rei, constantly bickering and nagging at Usagi, only because she wanted her to be the best she could be.  She had missed them so much.  And then the realization that she missed Chibi-Usa too had her reeling.  And now, they were all going to be together again!  Her eyes glistened as she added her glass to the four already held high above the table, "And the future."


	"The future!" their voices and glasses clinked in unison.  Taking a sip from their glasses, they set them down and continued to reminisce.  They remembered study sessions and monsters.  School and battles.  Evil teachers and evil queens.  It wasn't your usual sort of reunion chatter, but then, these girls had never been normal.


	"I'm sorry, but I really should try to clean this up."  Minako pardoned as she plucked at her wine-dampened dress, "I'd hate to get pulled over after this smelling like booze. Where's the bathroom, Mako-chan?"


	"Don't fall in!"  Makoto joked as she pointed out the way for Minako.


	The remaining girls chuckled and the table lapsed into a contented silence for a moment.


	"It is really good to see you guys again."  Ami said, breaking into a wide smile and added, "You should have seen the faces on some of the other girls at the office when I told them I was going out with some old friends.  Their jaws hit the floor.  I'm quite sure they were convinced that I had no life outside of the hospital.  Boy did I surprise them.


	Usagi laughed and began to answer when Makoto grabbed her hand and groaned, "Oh, I am so stupid!  I just now realized that I interrupted you before."


	Usagi blushed and looked down at her lap, "It's okay Mako-chan."


	"No it isn't, I always do that and I know it's rude.  I'm really sorry, I truly am."  Makoto insisted, then added, "So, what were you going to say?"


	Usagi looked up, still blushing bright red and shook her head, "We should wait for Minako to come back."


	"Come on!" Makoto cried, "We'll tell her when she comes back.  You know how long Minako can take in the bathroom."


	"No, I really shouldn't.  You can wait a little longer."  Usagi decided.


	Rei suddenly stood up, jolting the table.  Makoto's wine glass tipped over and red wine sloshed over onto Makoto's pale green dress, causing her to stand just as suddenly as Rei had.  Ami quickly grabbed up her glass before it spilled onto her and Usagi yelped as she grabbed a napkin to help Makoto with her dress.


	"Rei!  Look what you did!" Makoto exclaimed, grabbing the napkin from Usagi and blotted at the green silk, "What is wrong with you?"


	"There is danger." Rei answered sharply, and her eyes narrowed as she looked at Makoto, "Here."


	Makoto's eyes widened in disbeleif and her dress went unnoticed as she stood up straight and looked around her frantically, "Here?  In my restraunt?"


	"What is it, Rei?  Ami asked, standing up next to her dark-haired friend.


	Rei cast them a silencing glare and then looked around her slowly.  She squeezed her eyes shut and brought her hands together, lacing all but her index fingers together.  Focusing her powers to discover the source of the evil, she pointed her index fingers out into the restraunt, moving her hands slowly along until they suddenly stopped.  There, the evil was coming from, she opened her eyes and choked on her words.


	"Gods, Minako!" Rei cries and she quickly darted from the table towards the restrooms.  Ami, Makoto and Usagi promptly followed, weaving in between the tables that ubstructed their path to Minako.  Finally reaching the long hallway that led to the kitchen and restrooms, they sprinted to the ladies room.  Rei swung open the bathroom door and gasped at the sight that she saw.


	A darkly clad woman, stood at the other end of the room, with Minako pinned to a wall.  A very lethal-looking knife was held at her throat.


	"Minako!" Usagi exclaimed, her hands leaping to her mouth.


	The assasin looked over at them and spoke coldly, "It is a shame you came in when you did.  Now I must kill you all. But first," she began as she looked again at Minako, "blondie here!"


	"Why are you doing this?"  Ami demanded, her voice cracking a bit, sounding off her fear for her friend.


	"Neo-Queen Serenity must die!" the assasin cried out.  Her eyes darted wildly and the girls saw plainly that she was dead serious.


	Usagi swallowed and tears stung the back of her eyes.  This is my fault, all my fault, she thought.


	"For the last time, you whacko!" Minako gasped as she tried to struggle free, "I am not Neo-Queen Serenity!"


	"I am." Usagi said, without hesitation.  She could not let Minako die in her place.


	"No!" Minako and Rei shouted.


	"You expect me to believe that?" the assasin laughed, "You expect me to actually believe that you are Neo-Queen Serenity?"


	"Yes, because I am." Usagi stated cooly as she pulled the Luna Pen from her purse.


	"Don't do it Usagi!" Makoto cried.


	Usagi ignored her friends' pleas and rose the pen high above her head, "Luna Pen, Dissolve!"


	A bright light flashed and incircled Usagi, causing her disguise to melt away.  In place of the simple looking secratary, was the queen.  Her long, blonde hair tied itself up in two round odango.  She wore a long flowing gown and her cresant moon appeared on her forehead.


	The assasin looked on in awe as the light faded away and Neo-Queen Serenity stood before her, "You are her." her grip on Minako dropped and she charged, "Prepare to die!"


	"Mars Crystal Power, Make-up!"


	There was another flash of light, except this time red and instantly, Sailormars fended off the assasin's attack, pushing her into one of the stalls.


	"Sailormars!" Usagi cried out, her shock evident on her face.


	Rei flicked out her henshin wand and smiled, "Never leave home without it."


	"I couldn't agree more."  Ami stated, pulling out her henchin wand, Makoto and Minako following suit.


	"Well, let's go!" Sailormars commanded.


	"Mercury Crystal Power, Make-up!"


	"Jupiter Crystal Power, Make-up!"


	"Venus Crystal Power, Make-up!"


	Soon, all four Sailor Senshi stood in front of Usagi.


	"This feels so good!" Minako exclaimed.


	"You could say that again!" Makoto grinned.


	"Heads up guys, we're on duty remember?" Sailormars barked.


	Both girls blushed, "Right." Sailorvenus apologized.  Sailorjupiter stuck a hand behind her head and answered coyly, "Sorry."


	"Sailormercury, get Serenity out of here!" Mars ordered.


	"But-" Usagi protested.


	"No argueing, get her out of here!" Mars repeated.


	Ami began to pull Usagi towards the bathroom doors when the lights turned off.  A laughing hiss permeated the room.


	"What an honor.  The Sailor Senshi comes out of retirement for little ole me."


	"Don't flatter yourself." Jupiter snapped, "We are sworn to protect Neo-Queen Serenity to the last."


	"And we will!" Venus finished, posing momentarily.


	There was a short silence, then the sound of quick, light footsteps, "Well, you're doing a very poor job."


	The sound of ripping flesh jumped from Usagi's direction, followed by her pained scream.  She fell back into Mercury's arms and screamed again.  The knife had slashed into her arm, Usagi could feel the sticky blood drip down her arm and roll off her fingertips onto the cool tile floor.  It smeared across her white dress and she began to feel dizzy.  Slumping in Mercury's hold, she held her bleeding arm and cried out once more.


	"No!" Mercury shouted.


	"Serenity!" Jupiter ran to the sound of Usagi's crying.


	"Fire Soul Bird!" Sailormars screamed and a large bird of fire lept from her fingers and flew towards the assasin, and Usagi.


	"Look out!" Jupiter called, pushing both Usagi and Mercury out of the line of Mar's fire.


	"Get her out of here!" Venus cried, then grunted as she was hit by the assasin from the side.


	Usagi could hear them struggling in the dark with her attacker.  She had to stop this.  She struggled to stand, but her arm had made her so weak.  Sailormercury's arms enveloped her and helped her the rest of the way.


	"Come on." she said.


	"Sailormercury, no." Usagi pleaded, "I can help."


	Sailormercury blinked and asked, "How?"


	Usagi pulled out her brooch and held it our for Mercury to see.  Mercury looked from the locket to Usagi in confusion.


	"Serenity?  Why are you-"


	"Why do you still carry around you henshin wand?  Old habits die hard I guess."  Usagi interrupted, "Let me help."


	Mercury shook her head and pointed at Usagi's arm, "No, your arm.  Your too weak to fight."


	"What, this?  It's nothing.  I've has worse and still defeated the enemy." Usagi stated, her eyes pleading with Mercury.


	Sighing, Mercury nodded and slowly released her hold, "All right.  Who am I to order a queen around anyway?"


	Usagi smiled and held the brooch high in the air.


	"Moon Eternal, Make-up!" she shouted and after a whirl of lights and ribbons, Usagi had transformed into the warrior, Sailormoon.  But something was different.  Usagi could feel it.  Though the power of the Silver Crystal had healed her arm, or numbed it at least, she felt even weaker than before.  There was a funny tingling in her abdomen, not a painful tingling, but a draining one.  Usagi heard a frantic scream from one of her friends and immediately forgot her misgivings.  She had to help her friends!


	Meanwhile, the Senshi found themselves facing a whole new kind of enemy.  She was fast and strong, but different from everyone else they had battled .  It didn't help that they couldn't see her at the moment either.


	"Somebody turn on the lights!" Jupiter called from somewhere on the floor.


	"I tried, she totally fried them!" Mars called, as she dodged a punch to the head.


	"You want light?  Why didn't you just ask?" Venus called, "One night-light coming right up!  Crescent Beam Shower!"


	Light showered the room and illuminated all in it.  "Crescent Beam, Hover!" Sailorvenus ordered and the light stayed at the center of the room.  The assasin found herself surrounded by all the Sailor Senshi.  And one new player to the game.


	"Hey you!" a voice commanded the assasins attention, "You've messed with the wrong queen!  I am the pretty sailor-suited soldier, Sailormoon!  In the name of love, justice and my Crystal Kingdom, I will punish you!"


	"Sailormoon!" Sailormars and Jupiter called.


	"That's me!" Sailormoon smiled, posing.


	"You, are going to punish, me?" the assasin chuckled, "Promises, promises."


	The assasin leapt from the circle of surrounding senshi and landed smoothly in front of a surprised Sailormoon.  Caught off gaurd, she was quickly forced to the wall by the assasin's choking hand.


	"Serenity!" Mercury called.


	"Sailormoon!" Venus cried.


	But she couldn't hear their worried cries.  A sharp-pitched wailing was in her ears and her head grew light.  The tingling in her abdomen grew to a sharp jabbing pain.  It intensified and spread through her whole body.  She began to scream as every limb felt like she was being stabbed over and over again.  Her transformation flickered in and out and she was powerless to stop the assasin from killing her and Chibi-Usa.


	 "No!" Mars protested, bringing her hands together, "Burning Mand-"


	"Stop!" Mercury intervened, "You may hit Sailormoon too!"


	"But we have to do something!" Venus cried, "Look at her!"


	As if her prayer had been answered, a flash of red shot across the assasin's face, causing her to back away from Sailormoon and release her grasp.  Usagi slid to the floor, her transformation fading out.  The assasin held her bleeding face and demanded, "Who did this?"


	"I did." came a strong, infuriated voice.


	Sailormars looked down to find a red rose deeply embedded in the tile floor, "Tuxedo Kamen!"


	"What is the meaning of this?" Tuxedo Kamen demanded, stepping from the shadows, "Why do you attack you queen?"


	"She is not my queen." the assasin spat as she wiped blood from her eyes, "My loyalties lay with the the hand that pays me."


	"Who is paying you?"


	The assasin stared at Tuxedo Kamen.  Her eyes glinted darkly, but Mamoru's were just as dangerous.  The corners of her mouth lifted in a mirthful smile, her eyes telling him that she understood her danger, but did he know his?  Suddenly, she had unsheathed a long sword that glinted white as it speared straight for Usagi's fallen form.


	"This line must end here!" she screamed.


	"NO!" as quickly as she had pulled out her sword, Tuxedo Kamen had thrown himself inbetween the assain and Usagi.  His cane lashed out and blocked the sword from falling down, "I won't let you hurt them." he grunted.


	The assasin laughed and looked down at him, pushing all her weight down on her sword.  Tuxedo Kamen's cane began to crack and give away.


	"Hurt them?  Oh no, I would never hurt them." she whispered cruelly, "I am going to kill them."


	Looking at Tuxedo Kamen, the assasin suddenly saw that she was doomed.  His deep blue eyes crackled with electricity and she could see the sheer hatred and fury inside his soul.  His fist uncurled to show a glowing white ball in his palm.


	"I'll kill you first!  Devotion Orb, Blast!" he roared and threw the ball of light into the stomach of the assasin with all his might.  Making contact with a thunderous sound, the blast sent her hurdling into the opposite, her body making a sickening crunch and then dropping into a pathetic heap.  Blood smeared the tile walls where she had dragged down.


	"Oh, my God." Sailormercury whimpered, looking at the assasin's body, not wanting to say it, but the realization escaped her lips anyway, "She was human."


	Venus made a strangling sound and then began to sob.  Rei just stared at the body, appearing to be in shock.  Jupiter cried out and finally managed to angrily shout, "What is going on?  Tuxedo Kamen, what just happened?"


	Mamoru hadn't heard a word.  He was at Usagi's side in an instant, he held her close and gently prodded.


	"Usako?  Usako, wake up." his tranformation melted away, as did the everyone elses.


	Usagi's eyelids fluttered, and then slowly opened and she looked up at him, managed a small smile and coughed out, "Mamo-chan."


	Mamoru smiled gratefully and crushed her small body into his.  He fought his tears as he whispered into her hair, "Whay were you thinking, Usagi?"


	"I-I just wanted to help." she defended.


	"But in your condition-"


	"That is such a lame excuse." her eyes suddenly began to water and fat tears rolled down her dirty cheeks, "I can't hold transformation anymore, Mamo-chan.  I tried and I couldn't."


	Mamoru quieted her hysterics with soothing kisses as he picked her up, "Ssh, it's okay.  We'll figure everything out.  Let's just make sure that you're okay first."


	She quietly continued to cry as Mamoru carried her out of the bathroom and began to feel unconciousness take over her as Makoto instructed them to take the back way out through the kitchen.  She felt completely drained and devastated.  As they stepped outside and was greeted with a biting cold, Usagi tightened her hold on Mamoru to keep warm.  Finally, they got into a car and sped off towards the palace.


	And the entire time, Usagi had been mumbling into Mamoru's ear, "Couldn't hold transformation.  I couldn't hold my transformation."





!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!


Well, what is going on there!?  I like this chapter, don't you?  Well, if you didn't, Chapter 5 is coming soon so maybe you'll like that one better.  And yes, I made up some powers, most signifigantly Tuxie's.  I just always felt so sorry for him because he doesn't have many useful powers.  Anyone ever get sick of our handsome hero babysitting Chibi-Usa?  I did, and besides, in the manga, Tuxie has a power that is very much like the one described, I just don't know what it was called.  Forgive me if it upsets you.  I personally think it looks kinda cool.


I have to give credit where credit is due.  My inspirations for Maternal Moon are two very talented fanfic writers and I'm sure ya'll have heard of them or read their stuff.  First, there is Jennifer Wand, who wrote the first fanfic I ever read, Darien's View.  I guess her writing is why I hold very high standards for the fanfics I read and write myself.  She is truly one of the masters of Sailormoon Fanfics.  If you haven't read Darien's View yet, do so!  After reading it, I totally had to forgive Darien for his jerky ways.  Now she just has to write one for the rest of the R season and I'll be all set to forgive him completely.


I also have to note Janelle Jaminez, author of the mega-cool Millennia Trilogy.  Sailormoon Neo was amazing and the original and rewrites of Zodiac are excellant.  I'm sure that Genesis won't let me down either.  She is a fabuous writer and makes up incredible characters for the SM universe.  If you haven't read either of these girls stories, you should!





Don't forget to e-mail me and tell me what you think!


ChibiCori@aol.com





Thanks for reading!


*wink*


Chibi-chan 


	


	











