San Mateo County Bill of Rights Defense Committee

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:
Max Bollock

May l, 2003

650-593-7753

Broad Coalition to Present Board of Supervisors with Resolution to Support Civil Liberties and Refuse Cooperation with Patriot Act

What:
Presentation to Supervisors of Resolution Against USA Patriot Act

When:
Full San Mateo County Board of Supervisors Meeting:


Tuesday, May 6, 2003 - Expected start time: 10:00 a.m.

Where:
400 County Center, Hall of Justice, Redwood City

Who:
San Mateo County Bill of Rights Defense Committee


Expected speakers for SMBORDC: 

                  James Latimer, Justin Ally & Natham Visconti -  Juniors at Serra High School

                        (Authors of the original Anti Patriot Act Resolution)

                  Alpesh Patel – President, San Mateo County Peace Action

                  Other community leaders (limited to 2 minutes per speaker)

                  With the endorsement of a broad range of local organizations, a new group called the San Mateo County Bill of Rights Defense Committee is challenging Attorney General Ashcroft's "War on Civil Liberties".  On Tuesday, May 6th they will present a resolution to the full Board of Supervisors calling on local government to protect civil liberties by refusing to comply with unconstitutional sections of the USA Patriot Act.

"Denunciation of the Patriot Act is an issue that cuts across all partisan and ideological lines," explained Max Bollock, one of the leaders of SMCBORDC.  "Over 90 cities and counties across the country have passed resolutions on this issue."

The resolution has broad support in the county, with endorsements from League of Women Voters, National Lawyers Guild, local chapter of Peace Action, State & local chapters of ACLU, California State Democratic Party, and Catholic Worker's House, San Mateo County Central Labor Council with more church, labor and civic organization endorsements expected in the days ahead.

JOIN US – WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT – LET THE SUPES KNOW THAT THE

  CITIZENS OF SAN MATEO COUNTY CONSIDER CIVIL LIBERTIES AND

                 PRIVACY TO BE ISSUES OF EXPREME IMPORTANCE.

Text of the resolution is available on Peace Action of San Mateo County's website at

http://www.sanmateopeaceaction.org/alerts/patriot_resolution.htm. And, San Mateo County Bill of Rights Defense Committee’s website http://www.livelihood.com/patriotAct/ 

