A PATRIOT ACT VICTORY

In an unanimous 5-0 vote, and before a packed Board or Supervisors chambers on May 6th, the San Mateo County Board of Supes approved a Resolution to oppose the extension and impose limitations on the USA Patriot Act!  This success came on a day when the Marin County, CA and (surprisingly) huge Broward County, Florida also joined that influential group of cities and counties across the nation who voiced their extreme displeasure with the draconian provisions of the Patriot Act.  Total count at this writing (tallied by the National Bill of Rights Defense Committee) – 105 cities and counties with a total population of 11million people, a number that is growing rapidly.

The May 6th S.M. vote was preceded by at least a dozen speakers including members of our San Mateo County Bill of Rights Defense Committee (SMBoRDC) and a well produced video in which our three Serra High School Juniors issued a plea to the Board to inject stronger language into their resolution.  Most speakers urged them to oppose all provisions of the Patriot Act that abuse and infringe upon civil rights and called for the repeal of its most egregious provisions. - - - to no avail. The Board ignored the carefully crafted resolutions of both the SMBORDC and the MidCoast Community Council in favor of their less controversial resolution dealing only with support of the “Freedom to Read Protection Act” that removes the search and seizure of personal information from libraries and booksellers, from provisions of the Patriot Act and opposes the repeal of the 2005 “Sunset” (expiration date) of the Patriot Act.

This initial success (how-so-ever thin) opens the door to a number of constructive courses that were intensively explored at a follow-up meeting of the SMBoRDC on May 14th.

The temptation is strong to chalk this as a “victory” and move on to other pressing political issues (which abound) but the overhanging threat of the passage of the Domestic Security Enhancement Act of 2003 (Patriot II) is potentially so devastating to our society, that we simply must pursue this issue.  Rather than reintroducing the matter before the Board of Supes - trying for a more strongly worded resolution, or to target a few of the municipalities within San Mateo County, the consensus was to extend our vision and embark on a concerted program of education, exposing the inherent flaws in this dangerously anti-constitution Act. 

Representatives of several organizations were present at the May 14th meeting and driven by a high level of collective enthusiasm, they expressed accord toward identifying potential supporters and community coalition building. Initial plans for a large scale teach-in and rally were roughed out with a target range of mid to late July with a possible San Mateo Park venue.  On the foundation of informed debate, we can and will be in a position to have strong resolutions passed; the ultimate goal will be to repeal those provisions of the Patriot Act that do nothing to protect us from acts of terrorism and have everything to do with higher levels of political and economic control of our society.

History records how amazingly simple it is to isolate intelligent people from their rights. 

An elected leader and political party can easily manipulate a country’s course of events by whipping up fear, creating scapegoats, gagging dissenters and convincing the majority of its citizens that they can only restore order by allowing the suspension their liberties.   - - - Once lost, a democracy has little chance of regaining its vitality – in this case, developed over a period of 250 years.  While we are still able, we must organize and resist this plague of our day.
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