San Mateo County Bill of Rights Defense Committee

New legislation takes away our freedoms

The 342-page USA PATRIOT Act was passed by the Congress on October 26, 2001 without even being read and debated by members of Congress.  Many of its provisions undermine the Bill of Rights, and have been declared unconstitutional in the past.  The crackdown on civil liberties has continued with several new federal executive orders, the Homeland Security Act, and the Pentagon’s Orwellian program, Total Information Awareness, now called Terrorist Information Awareness.

Find out more at our web site at http://geocities.com/smbordc.

The DoJ has also been secretly working on a new bill, entitled the Domestic Security Enhancement Act of 2003, or Patriot Act II, which would:

· Greatly expand law enforcement and intelligence gathering powers;

· Reduce or eliminate judicial oversight of surveillance;

· Permit secret arrests and detentions;

· Call for a DNA database of suspected “terrorists;”

· Create new death penalties;

· and even seek to strip citizenship from people who belong to or support “terrorist organizations.”

We must stop Patriot Act II before it becomes law!

What are the rights that are being threatened?

· First Amendment - Freedom of religion, speech, assembly, and the press.

· Fourth Amendment - Freedom from unreasonable searches and seizures without probable cause.

· Fifth Amendment - No person to be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law.

· Sixth Amendment - Right to a speedy public trial by an impartial jury, right to be informed of the facts of the accusation, right to confront witnesses and have the assistance of counsel.

· Eighth Amendment - No excessive bail or cruel and unusual punishment shall be imposed.

· Fourteenth Amendment - All persons (citizens and non-citizens) within the US are entitled to due process and the equal protection of the laws.

What can be done?
The San Mateo County Bill of Rights Defense Committee, along with thousands of organizations and individuals across the country, is campaigning to repeal those parts of the Patriot Act and related laws that threaten our civil liberties and rights.

Here’s how you can help us in our effort to regain our hard-won freedoms:

· Join/contribute to the San Mateo County Bill of Rights Defense Committee.

· Support our resolution regarding the USA PATRIOT Act and the need to protect our civil liberties.
· Contact your elected representatives and the president to express your opposition to the USA PATRIOT Act and related laws that threaten liberty.  Send letters to local newspapers.  Organize discussions in your schools, organizations, and religious institutions.
