San Mateo County Bill of Rights Defense Committee

WHEREAS the City/Town of ____________  acknowledges that all human beings are endowed with fundamental, unalienable rights and liberties, and that respect for these liberties is essential to the maintenance of a free and democratic society;
WHEREAS the City/Town of ____________  has a long and distinguished tradition of protecting the civil liberties and rights of its citizens;

WHEREAS the City/Town of ____________ is concerned about the threat posed by certain provisions of the USA Patriot Act, the Homeland Security Act and a number of Federal Executive orders issued since September 11th to the following fundamental, constitutional rights:

· The rights to free speech, assembly, and association, and freedom of religion;
· The right to privacy;

· The right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury;
· The right to counsel and due process in judicial proceedings;
· The right to equal protection under the law; and 

· The right to protection against unreasonable searches and seizures;

The City/Town of ____________ therefore resolves that:

1. It is committed to preserving the civil liberties and rights of all the people of ____________;
2. It opposes any federal measures that threaten constitutional rights and liberties;
3. Officials of the City/Town of ____________ are hereby urged, to the extent legally permissible, not to cooperate or participate in actions which appear to violate constitutionally guaranteed civil liberties;
4. It supports the expiration date of the USA Patriot Act on December 31, 2005 as specified in the Act;
5. It pledges its support for the Freedom to Read Protection Act (H.R. 1157), which will exempt libraries and booksellers from provisions of the USA Patriot Act detrimental to free speech and privacy;

6. The City Manger’s office shall send copies of this resolution to all city departments, the Governor and the Attorney General of the State of California, the President and the Attorney General of United States of America, and shall call upon our congressional representatives, Senators Diane Feinstein and Barbara Boxer and Representatives Tom Lantos and Anna Eshoo, to actively work for the repeal of any parts of the USA PATRIOT Act, the Homeland Security Act, or any other federal acts and orders that threaten liberty.
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