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Dear Teacher
Hi!   My name is Alan Burgess and I’m Head of the English department at Smart Brain, Nakhon Sawan, Thailand.  I currently have a teaching position open and am looking for an enthusiastic teacher, interested in experiencing life in Thailand, to start work here as soon as possible.  My question is, “Is that you?”

Smart Brain School is a private ‘after school’ institution that has been open for about 3 years teaching Maths, Art and Kindergarten Thai classes.  The English department opened nearly a year ago.  Initially I taught most of the classes and hired part-time teachers to take any extra hours as needed, but the gradual increase in the number of registered students now requires that we hire a full-time English teacher. 

As far as schools in Nakhon Sawan go, I believe that Smart Brain has a number of qualities that helps differentiate it from the competition in Nakhon Sawan.

These include:

· A well constructed curriculum where courses and books follow on from one another coherently with an over-lap that allows for the review of material previously covered in a new and interesting format.  Indeed, another larger language school now uses the curriculum that I set up here at Smart Brain.

· Small class sizes of no more than 10 students per class.  We pride ourselves on the quality of teaching and the amount of individual learning passed on to each and every student in a class.  Many schools in Thailand have classes of 20+ which makes effective learning next to impossible!  Since we advertise little and rely on word of mouth more, the consistent increase in student numbers shows that our teaching methodology is both effective and popular.

· A well-stocked resource library which includes a wide selection of supplementary worksheets, projects and creative activities to maintain student interest and motivation whilst providing teachers with material which is suited to their individual teaching style.

·  A friendly working environment where everyone is very approachable and attentive to the needs of others.  We often have dinners together or meet up with each other outside of school just because we all get on so well!  This is particularly beneficial for teachers who are entering their first teaching position as it means that everyone is available to help with lesson planning and teaching games and ideas, assistance in the creation of new materials (the Art teacher’s a wiz at making flashcards or designing other visual aids!) or general advice about anything to do with the school or living in Nakhon Sawan!

· Finally, and very importantly (!), our working package is the most generous out of all the language schools in Nakhon Sawan.  There isn’t a school that pays more or has more holidays a year than us!  This means that you’ll have both the time and the means to travel around Thailand whilst working with us and still be able to save some money for a rainy day after you’ve finished working at Smart Brain!  Whilst we hope that the other points above figure highly when you’re considering where to work, we do understand that the bottom-line is important, too, and we’re happy to say that we’ve got that covered better than anyone else here in Nakhon Sawan!

As far as Nakhon Sawan city, itself, is concerned, there are a number of reasons why I moved here 11 years ago and continue to enjoy living here after such a long time!  I originally started work as an English teacher in a language school here and, from the outset, found Nakhon Sawan a challenging, fascinating and fun place to live!  I say challenging because, unlike Smart Brain, the school I worked at didn’t help me find accommodation or help me shop for basic necessities and it didn’t provide free Thai lessons so that I could effectively communicate my basic needs within a short period of time.  They didn’t provide a map of the city nor did they take me on a tour of all the important places I needed to know and I was left to my own devices as far as finding out where to eat and where other foreigners gathered were concerned.  Happily Smart Brain helps smooth the transition to living in a different country/culture and ensures that the whole experience is exciting rather than intimidating!

My main reasons for preferring Nakhon Sawan over other cities in Thailand can be summed up in three points:

· It’s a real Thai city.  By that I mean that it isn’t a tourist location where everyone speaks English and the economy is based around tourists at the expense of those looking for an authentic Thai experience.  Whilst there are a number of schools here that employ foreign teachers, the number of teachers is comparatively small and you’ll end up seeing only those whom you choose to meet and socialise with.  You’re just as likely to socialise with the Thai teachers at school and other Thais as with foreign teachers which is why I came to Thailand in the first place!

· Nakhon Sawan is a small city with an accompanying friendly ‘small town’ atmosphere.  Everyone is approachable and eager to help their foreign ‘guests’ as we’re considered here.  Whatever help you need, there’ll be someone willing to take the time to do what is required to speed you on your way.  It’s a relaxed city without the hustle and bustle of many other places and the people are happier and more sociable as a result.

· Nakhon Sawan is a cheap place to live and go out in.  Initially the 29,000 Baht salary (including bonus) may seem stingy in comparison to 35,000 Baht up in Bangkok, but when you start taking the cost of living into consideration you actually save more money here.  Maybe hard to believe but true none the less!  For example, a 10,000 Baht house in Bangkok is 2,500 – 3,000 Baht a month here.  A 40 Baht meal in Bangkok is 20 Baht here.  Beer is half the price, the cinema, health clubs, clinics, prescriptions, everything are substantially cheaper than in cities like Bangkok, Chiang Mai and other tourist areas.  Here’s a monthly break-down to help show how much you can expect to save working in Nakhon Sawan:

	
	
	Monthly cost in Nakhon Sawan
	Notes

	Rent
	-
	3,000
	Decent house with some furniture/Furnished flat

	Food
	90 x 20 Baht
	1,800
	3 good-sized, healthy meals a day

	Necessities
	4 x 500 Baht
	2,000
	Coffee/tea, washing stuff, etc

	Clothes
	4 x 1000 Baht
	4,000
	5 t-shirts or 3 trousers/shirts a week (!)

	Entertainment
	2 x 4 x 300 Baht
	2,400
	Sports + cinema + going out twice a week

	Travelling
	2 x 2,000 Baht
	4,000
	2 two-night shopping/travelling trips per month

	
	Salary (+Bonus)
	Expenses
	Savings

	
	29,000 Baht
	17,200 Baht
	11,800 Baht (Approx 300 dollars US!)


Now you can see just how cheap it is to live here and why I’ve stayed so long!  As far as the more expensive places go, at least double the costs of living and you’re closer to what you’d expect to have to spend!  If you’re looking for a little bit of extra cash, do what I do and teach a couple of privates for 400 Baht an hour a couple of times a week – that’s an extra 3,000 Baht or so a month – pays the rent with change left over!
There’s no doubt that I thoroughly enjoy working at Smart Brain and living in Nakhon Sawan but this e-mail has become a bit of a book, when it’s supposed to be just a taster of what we have to offer, so I’ll close with a few pictures of the places you can visit around the city and then I’ll leave you to come up with any specific questions that you may have.
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I hope that I haven’t gone on too long but rather tickled you fancy, so to speak (!), and look forward to hearing back from you with any questions that you may have.  Please do give our website a once-over, www.geocities.com/smartbrainns and I’ll finish with the ball now in your court!
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Alan Burgess

Head of English, Smart Brain, Nakhon Sawan

“A seriously fun teaching experience for fun teachers serious about teaching!”

Smart Brain School


Nakhon Sawan


Thailand


Tel: 66-056-233275
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