Journal Themes  

(All of these themes, and a brief explanation of each, can be found in the beginning of your textbook.)

American Democracy – Abraham Lincoln perhaps explained the meaning of democracy best when he called it “government of the people, by the people, for the people.”  Democracy at its best in the United States is “among” the people in political rallies, referendums, and elections.  

Civil Rights and Liberties – The foundation of democracy is the right of every person to take part in government and to voice one’s views on issues.  Not all people in the past have had these basic rights. Many people across the world are still fighting for these basic and inherent liberties.

Economic Development – One of the utmost concerns of a nation’s government is to provide its constituents with a climate in which citizens can better themselves economically and thereby support a national economy.  Many things effect economic development include government restrictions, international relations, and changes in the labor force.

Geography and Environment – Many nations have flourished due to their vast natural resources.  Most regions have been affected by the development humans have brought to the landscape.  Learning to use the land and sea without detrimentally effecting the environment may prove to be one of mankind’s future debacles. 

Conflict – Throughout the world there has been a tremendous amount of conflict between people and government; people and the land; people and other people; and between people and themselves.  Our history often centers on conflict and how it is resolved.

Cooperation – Although there has been a great deal of cooperation in our world’s history, there has been an equal amount of cooperation.  People working together to reach common goals has been a very strong motif in world history recently as our world moves ever forward towards globalization.  Many people have banded together to support, aid, and strengthen one another.

Influence of Technology – People have always been quick to embrace innovations.  Inventions and discoveries have changed and built-up countries profoundly.  The use of science and machines today is overwhelming; to the point that there is a tremendous dependency upon the technology the world has developed.  

The Individual and Family Life – Many cultures have established a strong tradition of individual freedom sheltered by the protective core of the family unit.  The influence a family has on an individual is remarkable.  Throughout history people have looked to the family as the strongest support system available to them.  Therefore issues that affect the family life or culture have always been extremely important to people across the globe.

Religion – Religions throughout the world have been central to cultural belief systems.  The faith system in which people believe often provides, order, comfort, and direction in their lives.  There have been many movements throughout history for the sake of preserving, expanding, or contesting religion.

Cultural Diversity and Diffusion – There are a myriad of different cultures and ethnicities in the world.  Often these cultures come in contact with one another.  Throughout history we can find cases where this contact has resulted in sharing of ideas, amalgamation, assimilation, or conflict.  The interaction of these cultures is what makes the world so diverse and so hard to move towards globalization, however it is the process of cultural diffusion, or the spreading of cultural expressions and ideas, that brings about understanding.

Revolution and Reaction – This theme deals with revolution, or sudden overthrow of long established ideas and organizations, which can be in the form of government, agricultural, technology, culture, etc.  On the other side there is often reaction, or the efforts to oppose new ideas and preserve traditional ways.

Location – A place’s position on the earth’s surface is its location.  Location can be either an absolute, meaning a single spot on the ground, or relative, meaning a position compared to some other place.

Place – A place’s physical and human characteristics tell what is special about it and what makes it different from all others.  The landforms, climate, and culture combine to make up the particular flavor of a particular place.  

Human/Environment Interaction – This theme refers to how people are interacting with their environment.  What affect humans have on the environment and how they change it are the central ideas to this motif. 

Movement – People interacting across the globe exemplifies interdependence, the need humans have to utilize skills and resources from around the earth.  People travel, communicate, and trade goods, ideas, and information.
Region – A region is an area that is unified by some feature or a mixture of features.  It is used to generalize about parts of the earth’s surface in either physical or human terms.  A neighborhood is an example of a small region, while a cultural region that shares a common language would be a larger region.  Regions can be classified economically, politically, religiously, etc.  
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Each article will be worth 10 points.  Students are expected to read and relate one article each week.  Articles will be collected bi-weekly on Fridays.
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Paragraph one – Write a summary of the article.  Article must be on non-U.S. current events.


	EX: The fighting among the Iraqi nationalists and rebels continues in Baghdad. The fight for territorial control in Baghdad rages on resulting in tremendous destruction of Iraq’s capital.





Paragraph two – Explain how the aspects of the article are an example of the course concept assigned. 


	EX: The fighting of these two groups in the specific location of Baghdad is an example of the theme “Location” because it is a specific place in which the fighting is continuing.








