Story Cloth Activity 

Subject: Social Studies, Mathematics and Visual Arts

Grade Levels: 8 through 12

Duration: Up to two or three class periods

State of Connecticut Content Standards: 
· Visual Art Standard: 

· 2.b recognize and reflect on the effects of arranging visual characteristics in their own and others’ work 

· 3.a consider, select from and apply a variety of sources for art content to communicate intended meaning 
· Social Studies:

· 1. Students will develop historical thinking skills, including chronological thinking and recognizing change over time; contextualizing, comprehending and analyzing historical literature; researching historical sources; understanding the concept of historical causation; understanding competing narratives and interpretation; and constructing narratives and interpretation.

· Mathematics:

· 2.2 Use numbers and their properties to compute flexibly and fluently, and to reasonably estimate measures and quantities.

· 3.1 Use properties and characteristics of two- and three-dimensional shapes and geometric theorems to describe relationships, communicate ideas and solve problems. 

Objectives:

· Students will understand the art of embroidery of fabric and attempt to make his or her own designs on fabric that tell a story.
Materials:

· Colorful embroidery yarn
· 3 to 4 colors of cotton fabric (prewashed) approx. 1 ½ yards each
· Quilters needles (not sharp)
· 5 sheets of paper (12” by 12”)
· Colored pencils
· Tailor’s pencil that washes out of fabric
· Quilter’s cutting graph board and cutter – makes it easier to cut squares/triangles 
· A quilter’s hoop (holds fabric)
Directions:

1. Discuss what a symbol is and then look into some symbols found in India – Sarees, Gandhi, Durga, etc. Research ideas and beliefs of India – have students come up with pictures or buildings that resemble India (the symbols of India).

2. Distribute two pieces of fabric to each student – approximately 12” by 12” and 4” by 4”, a needle threaded with yarn and an individual hoop.

3. On fabric draw an oval onto their small piece of fabric and show students how to do stitch - Bring the thread up at the top of the line and hold it down with the left thumb. Insert the needle where it last emerged and bring the point out a short distance away. Pull the thread through, keeping the working thread under the needle point.
4. Divide the class into five groups – each group will draw one of the many pictures the students have researched on India (what resembles India) on a piece of construction paper. Student’s interpretations will vary. 
5. Once the five groups have completed their individual designs trace designs onto their 12” by 12” fabric square using a tailor’s pencil.

6. Individually each student will have own hoop and will complete the assignment individually.

7. Once students have completed their squares, the teacher will use a sewing machine to connect all their pieces of fabric together creating a story quilt – each square has its own story. 

Evaluation: Assess the student’s progress and ability to complete the assignment with the three point scale:

· Three points: Students were highly engaged in class and group discussions; used research materials appropriately; produced a complete design template on paper and then easily transferred design to the fabric through embroidery. 

· Two points: Students participated in class and group discussions; used research materials with little assistance; produced an adequate design template and almost completed the embroidery on the fabric

· One point: Students participated minimally in class and group discussions; were unable to use research materials without teacher assistance; created an incomplete design template and did not have time or could not work on transferring design onto the fabric.
