Invincible Durga
Subject: World History and Visual Arts

Grade Levels: 3rd through 6th

Duration: Up to two class periods 

State of Connecticut Content Standards: 
· Visual Art Standard: 

· 2.c use the elements of art and principles of design to communicate ideas 

· 3.b select and use subject matter, symbols and ideas to communicate meaning 
· Social Studies: 

· 1 Students will develop historical thinking skills, including chronological thinking and recognizing change over time; contextualizing, comprehending and analyzing historical literature; researching historical sources; understanding the concept of historical causation; understanding competing narratives and interpretation; and constructing narratives and interpretation.
Objectives: 
· Students will work in groups to research the Hindu goddess Durga and individually create a Durga using clay.

Materials:

· Colored Pencils
· Gel Markers
· Clay (or model magic)
· Glue
· Glitter
· Scissors
· recycled newspaper 

· paper towels 

· wax paper (optional) 

· recycled file folders 

· decorative craft items (optional) 

· sponge brushes (optional) 

· water containers (optional)

Directions: 
1. Devi, the Mother Goddess of the Hindu religion, takes form as the invincible one, Durga. Pictured astride a big cat, she has many arms that illustrate her different strengthens and attributes. Often described as beautiful and deadly, Durga is credited with saving the universe from Asura and thus symbolizes victory over demons.
2. Throughout India, this goddess is honored during the fall festival of Durga Puja. A long series of rituals is performed every day of the celebration, many related to the holy river of Ganga. Study depictions of Durga to see how she is portrayed and learn more about the Hindu religion. 
3. Sculpt a replica of a statue of Durga with clay; create your own colors by covering white clay with gel marker color. Knead it to blend your desired palette. 
4. With a handful of clay, sculpt the big cat that carries Durga. Make sure the cat is large enough to hold the goddess. Air-dry the cat overnight. 
5. Using more clay, shape Durga’s body, arms, and head. Air-dry the sculpture overnight. 
6. Secure the pieces together with glue. Air-dry for 24 hours. 
7. If you want a glossy finish on your figure, mix equal parts of water and glue. With a sponge brush, cover the statue with glaze. Air-dry on wax paper. 
8. On recycled file folders, draw details for the sculpture using colored pencils: her face, objects in her hands, and decorations such as lotus flowers. Cut out with scissors. Other decorative craft materials may be added also. Attach pieces with glue. 
9. With glitter glue add your final regal embellishments. As a last step, add her eyes (so the goddess may finally look upon the world). 
Evaluation:

	Exceeds 

(3 points)
	Meets 

(2 points)
	Needs Improvement
 (1 point)
	Does Not Meet

(0 points)

	Ability to research with no help
	Ability to research with little to no help
	Ability to research with help from teacher
	Could not conduct research successfully

	Easily came up with ideas of how to construct the figure out of clay. ideas)
	Needed ideas to get started constructing figure.
	Needed some help in designing clay figure
	Could not construct figure without assistance. 

	Successfully completed the clay figure
	Completed the clay figure with some ease.
	Almost completed entire figure
	Did not complete the clay figure

	Presented a well organized and detailed figure
	Presented a some-what organized figure
	Not well organized or did not complete the clay figure
	Not organized and did not complete figure


