A Look into the Culture and History of India

Subject: Language arts/reading, Mathematics, Visual Arts, World History

Grade Levels: 6th through 8th grade

Duration: Up to 2 weeks (depends on group project)
State of Connecticut Content Standards: 
· Visual Art Standard: 

· 2.c use the elements of art and principles of design to communicate ideas 

· 3.b select and use subject matter, symbols and ideas to communicate meaning 
· Social Studies:

· 1. Students will develop historical thinking skills, including chronological thinking and recognizing change over time; contextualizing, comprehending and analyzing historical literature; researching historical sources; understanding the concept of historical causation; understanding competing narratives and interpretation; and constructing narratives and interpretation.

· Mathematics:

· 1.1 Understand and describe patterns and functional relationships
· Language Arts:

· 2.4 Students recognize that readers and authors are influenced by individual, social, cultural and historical contexts.
· 3.1 Students use descriptive, narrative, expository, persuasive and poetic modes.

· 3.2 Students prepare, publish and/or present work appropriate to audience, purpose and task.
Objectives: 
· Students will: 

1. Work collectively in groups to research the culture and history of India.

2. Develop a well organized project to present to the class.

Materials: 

· Computers with internet access

· Poster board

· Markers 

· Pencils

· Various Library books/magazines/pictures

Directions:

1. Discuss some important aspects of the Indian culture, historical background, the people and etc.

2. Student will break off to form groups of 3 to 5 members only and focus their research project on one aspect of Indian culture.

3. For the next few days, students will visit the school library and have access to computers with internet to form a well developed presentation.

4. After students have completed their research, it is now time to work on the presentation. Students have a wide array of options for their presentation:

a. Make and perform a small skit/play

b. Write a poem or a song to perform

c. Write a detailed story including some pictures

5. After students have made their decision, they should hand in a rough draft before finishing up the project by making decorations, costumes or writing a final copy.

6. On the last day students should sign up for their presentation. On the day they have chosen, students will present a small, yet well developed research project to the class.

Evaluation: 

3 points: Students are highly engaged and interested in their group project. Worked productively within their groups, presented a well developed and detailed project to the class, and each member contributed equally.
2 points: Students are some what engaged in their project, worked some what productively in their groups, and presented a complete project to the class.
1 point: Students are easily distracted from group work, presented a complete project, not everyone in the group contributed equally or did not present a compete project to the class.
