Middle Ages Newspaper Assignment

Objective:  In groups of 4, you and your group will create a medieval newspaper covering events from the Middle Ages.  After you create and complete each requirement and print it out, you will then glue your “assignments” in class neatly on the tabloid size “newspaper” provided by Mrs. Corbett.  After your group is finished, your newspapers will be laminated.

Directions:  You are a reporter for a medieval newspaper.  You are living during that time. For your “section” of the paper (which is any 81/2 X 11 section in your paper) you will write a news story about an event that occurred.   (For example: If you choose a cultural event such as a fashion show, a music recital, or a faire, you will write a news story about it as if it were an event that happened yesterday.)  Your article will thoroughly present the details of the event and the opinions/views of people who were there.

There must be an article on culture, religion, politics, and the economy.  

Individual requirements:

1.) Your article must be written in the third person (he, she, they…).  You may only use first person “I” in a direct quotation.

2.) Your article must have a catchy headline, by-line, and your job description.  (For example:  Urban II gathers peasants for a crusade to the Holy Land, by Frank Smith, Lodenburg Times reporter)

3.) A photo and caption that describe a scene from your story must be included but cannot be any larger than 2” X 2”.  It may of course be smaller if it needs to be.  Pictures/photos may be hand drawn, computer generated, or down loaded from the Internet—no clip art please.
4.) Your article must thoroughly relate the events of the story as a newspaper article would. Don’t just give a book report summary.  Answer the 5 Ws and H. (Who? When? Where? What? Why? How?) Be descriptive!!!
5.) Your article must be typed in 10-point font (headlines larger, of course), and Times New Roman font, with no double spacing.
6.) Articles must be in 4 columns, landscape style, with margins no more than ¾ inch, or 0.7   

7.) Turn in a separate “Works Cited” or “Bibliography” paper on the due date, even if it’s just for your textbook.
Group requirements:  

1.) Newspapers must have an original/unique name located at the top of your paper (large and easily readable).  Along with the title, include the location of your paper (investigate some medieval towns), the date, and the cost of your paper.  See any local newspapers for varying formats.

2.) Your paper must have a “classified” section.  See any local papers for formats.  Do some research on medieval life so you can include appropriate material. Example:  Jousting lance for sale, barely used by an unfortunate knight.  Write Genevieve LaFont in Queensacre Scotland.

3.) Include a general advertisement page for a store or event (example: new suit of armor from Jon’s Armor Shoppe).

4.) Your paper must have a “real-estate” section (ex:  Beautiful manor house on 50 acres complete with 200 peasants…Call Geoffrey of Aquitaine.)  Add photos in this section as well.

5.) Include a “personals” section using nobles and peasants as subject matter.  

Examples would be:  “Knight in shining armor seeking beautiful damsel in distress.  She must have a large dowry including some land.”  Or, “I, George of Timberlake lost my hand in the joust with Tommy of York.  My favorite ring was on one of the fingers and I would like to get it back.”

6.) Advertisements are also typed landscape style and may have a margin of not more than 1 inch.  

7.) Remember, you will lose points for too much white space.  Font size should be larger for this section.
Papers will lose points for not following directions, having grammar and spelling mistakes, and/or large amounts of blank, white space. This group project will take a lot of teamwork and responsibility.  Choose an Editor in Chief to oversee everything and make sure everyone is doing his or her part.  Do not let your group members down by not doing your part.  There will be both a group grade and an individual grade.  See attached grading sheet.
Due date is __________________________________________.  Good luck! 

Name and section of student: ___________________________________________
Name of Newspaper: ____________________________________________

Editor in Chief: ________________________________________________

Group Members:

____________________________(culture)

____________________________(religion)

____________________________(politics)

____________________________(economy)

____________________________(_______) if necessary

I have read and understand the directions.

Student signature

I have read and discussed the directions with my child.  I understand the due date to be ____________.

Parent signature

Do not detach.  Return everything by Wednesday.
Directions for page setup for individual article:

1.  Go the file and select “page setup”.

2.  Next select “landscape” style and set top, bottom, left, and right margins at 0.7.  Click “OK”.

3.  Type title and center it and then set up columns or set columns and then type title.  To set columns go to format.  Select “columns”.  Set at 4 columns.  Set space between columns to 0.3.  Change from “entire page” to “from this point forward”. Click “OK”.

4.  Picture - To insert a picture, you can go to Google Images and select one that is appropriate for your article.  Copy and paste it to your article.  Remember it can’t be larger than 2”X2”.  Insert a caption below the picture. No clip art.

