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Native California Indian Tribe Project

You will have the opportunity to select one California Indian tribe and to create and
present an ofrenda display (as shown during the Dia de los Muertos presentation by Mrs.
Granger) to the class. Below is a list of the larger tribal names of some of California’s native
population. The list is not comprehensive and there are unlisted subgroups for many of the larger
tribes. Such a list can be found at htp://shanana.berkeley.edu/cilc/bibs/alternates.html or in
California (Handbook of North American Indians, vol. 8) and Great Basin (Handbook of North
American Indians, vol. 11).

Achomawi  Konkow  Maidu Athapaskan  Huchnom
Lassik Atsugewi  Chilula Chimariko ~ Hupa
Karuk Kato Klamath ~ Mattole Miwok
Modoc Mono Nisenan ~ Nomlaki  Nongatl
Paiute Patwin Pomo Shasta Shoshone
Sinkyone  Tolowa Wailaski  Wappo Washo
Whilkat ~ Wintun Wiyot Yana Yokuts
Yuki Yurok

o Tribal Location (try to find original native location and reservation location if possible) —
Some of the tribes that are currently located in reservations may have different original
locations of origin. Describe the tribal location in terms of geography and geology.

© Native History — Trace the history of the tribe from its early origins to its final demise.
Describe what happened to the tribe during the early years of contact with westerners and
what has become of the tribe today.

o Religion and Mythology — Describe some prevailing myth stories or religious practices of
the tribe. This can also include traditions, customs, and beliefs.

* Native Economy — Describe the mode of economy the tribe relied upon. Were they
nomadic hunters and gatherers or a fishing community? Did the tribe employ agriculture
and animal domestication? Did the tribe conduct in trading with other nearby tribes?

o Technology — As was discussed in class, technology is a means for humans to adapt to
the local environment. Explain some of the technological developments of the tribe as it
relates to stone-age materials.

Display - Your ofrenda display must include the following components (minimum):

A colored map of California showing the location and possible boundaries of the tribe’s
territory. Be sure to include geographic features, such as bodies of water and landforms.

o Anillustration or photograph of the tribe in its original state (showing how they lived
and/or what they looked like). If there s a famous member of their tribe, such as Ishi of
the Yahi tribe, perhaps an existing photograph would be a good idea.

o Replicas of artifacts or handmade examples of technology that was used by the Indian
tribe. For example, moccasins, pottery, baskets, or tools.
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Your presentation must be a minimum 10 minutes in length. All public speaking
conventions must be observes (i.e. volume, eye contact, familiarity of material, etc.)
Every member of the group must be involved in the presentation.

A typed bibliography of credible resources used for researching the various topics. You
must have at least one resource per topic. Take a look at the example below (Do not
follow the citation style — it is not in MLA format):

Tribal Location:
Smith, John T. The Location of California Tribes. Clubhouse: New York. 1983.

Native History:

Anderson, Mark S. The Htstory of Native Californians. Randomhouse: Los Angeles.
1992.

Religion and Mythology:
Carson, Jameson L. “Sun and Moon.” Time. January 2, 2001. Volume 6. Issue 29.

Native Economy:
www.worldeconomics.com. “The Incredible Economy of Indians.” January 3, 2003.

Technology:
www.technology.com. Article submitted by Dr. Robert Aikers. July 1, 2004.

Be creative! For example, think of neat display items or unique styles to best capture the
essence of your tribe. You can use music, visual aids, foods, literature, etc. Go beyond
what is required if you want to earn a good grade.

Procedure:

Day 1 —2: (1) Choose a tribe. Only one group can have one tribe and the Yahi cannot bx
used. (2) Distribute roles and responsibilities. (3) Brainstorm for ideas. (4) Conduct
internet and literature based research at the library. Gather as much information as
possible on the tribe you have selected.

Day 3 — 4: Construct and/or find items to use for your offenda display. Put together you
bibliography (make sure it is typed out).

Day 5: Rehearse presentation by practicing conventions of public speaking.

Naxr L+ Dracantatian NDaxrl




