Comparing and Contrasting a Pencil with a Word Processor:
Is the Pencil Mightier than the Word?


Even though they can both be used for writing, there are some differences, and even some more similarities, between the #2 pencil and a word processor program like Microsoft Word. Before I get into the thick of the conflict between using a pencil and using Word, I’d like to tell you how I use both writing tools. I use a pencil and a scrap sheet of paper to write ideas down when I’m far from a computer or when I need to quickly write down an idea for a drawing or story before I forget about it without having whatever I write down autocorrected or marked for spelling or grammar errors by Word. Word comes into use when I decide to put ideas into a more proper form and when it would be appropriate for people to be able to read what I write. First let me tell you about the pencil.


The pencil is a wonderful writing tool. Primarily colored yellow along its long slender and wooden length, it can be used to write poems, stories and essays as well as to draw, color, and shade pictures. Its weird how such a simple tool, made of a graphite rod that is coated around all sides but the edges with a wooden shell with a rubber thimble-shaped clod on one end and a sharp tip when sharpened on the other, can be made of so any parts that have to work together or otherwise it would fall apart. It’s dependable, if you’re looking for one all over the place chances are you’ll stumble onto one eventually. It’s also very cheap to buy, only costing a few cents per pencil and they come in packs of twelve to twenty. Plus a pencil is durable; the only ways to break it are to throw it at the wall or the floor at a high rate of speed or to apply too much pressure when using it to write or draw. The pencil is similar to the pen in shape; both are long and slender tools with a tip that makes marks on surfaces and often have erasers on the opposing end that rubs onto the marks the other end makes to remove them if they are unwanted or unnecessary. But unlike the pen, a pencil makes marks using graphite or in some rare cases lead that makes a blackish-gray marking while a pen makes marks using ink that makes black or blue markings depending on the colored ink it uses. A pencil is similar to a paintbrush in that both can be used for drawing, a pencil more so for shading a picture to give it the illusion of three dimensions as opposed to a brush that can cover a bit more area in any color other than just blackish-gray. The pencil’s pointy tip is similar to the one on a hypodermic needle, the difference being that a hypodermic needle is sharp right out of its packaging while the pencil has to be sharpened either manually or by machine to get it sharp straight out of the box. I first remember using a pencil more so for writing as opposed to doodling along the margins of my school papers in the second grade. When I was in fourth grade I managed to get the residue from my eraser in my eye, and boy didn’t that sting. I learned from that experience to never again rub my eyes after using the eraser and ridding my paper of the residue with my hands. In seventh grade, someone in my class got detention for flinging pencils onto the ceiling so they’d stick by their graphite points, something I have never done.

The word processor, the most commonly used of which is Microsoft’s Word, is also a great writing tool. It can be used to write when a person’s normal handwriting wouldn’t be practical, or in my case, almost illegible. Word is included with almost every computer in the United States among a group of seven other office-oriented programs called Microsoft Office. The computer translates this into a white display with a blinking cursor to show the user where he/she is in a document as well as toolbars filled with functions that help you with what you are writing, whether it be to add a table or to sort a list alphabetically for example. It is also programmed to accept input via the keyboard, so a person can input a word by pressing the letter keys on the keyboard, which makes Word similar to a typewriter in that both accept input from a keyboard. Word is simply designed this way so pretty much anyone, regardless of computer expertise, can use it. Even if someone isn’t so great with spelling and grammar, Word will mark words it thinks are misspelled with a red squiggly underline and improper grammar with a green squiggly underline, sometimes it’ll even autocorrect some words like teh, turning it into “the” and even as I typed this essay, I mistakenly put three “r’s” in ‘autocorrect’ while in a typing frenzy and Word instantly got rid of the extra “r”. In this way, Word is similar to an English teacher in that both proofread what you write and point out mistakes you’ve made.
