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Background
I’ve been playing videogames for the past 15 years. I’ve owned almost every mainstream system since the heyday of the Nintendo Entertainment System and the Sega Genesis, but there hasn’t been a particular gaming console that has lasted more than five years. PC games are constantly being produced without the system’s hardware changing very much. I bought a laptop the summer before my first year in college, a Dell Inspiron 600M, in order to have a computer that I could take with me without having to lug around a monitor and the computer tower itself. However, laptops aren’t built for the kind of gaming I want to do. Even if the game claims to be compatible, I have to fine-tune some settings to make the game run smoothly. I’ve been told by my brother, a certified network technician, that desktop computers are better for gaming than laptops. The two computers I’m looking at, the Dell Dimension E510 and the HP Compaq Presario SR1710NX, both have better hardware than my laptop and could run the games I want to play much better.
Purpose

The purpose of my research is to select the most efficient computer for playing computer games that won’t require any major upgrades to its hardware.
Scope and Procedure

In order to find the best computer that fulfills my purpose, I will pursue the following areas:

1. What are some basic features for each computer?

For this, I will look up each computer on the Internet and compare their features.

2. How much does each computer cost?

I will find this on each of the companies’ websites.

3. How difficult would it be to get technical help with each computer?

I will find this on each of the companies’ websites.

4. How reliable do owners of each computer find it to be?

I will look online for any comments that anyone has posted on each computer.
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5. How good would each computer handle gaming?

I will compare a newer game’s system requirements to each computer’s specifications.

6. How difficult would it be to make hardware upgrades on each computer?

I will ask my brother, a certified network technician, on his opinion on each computer.

With your approval I will begin my research immediately. If you have any questions or suggestions, feel free to contact me in class or by e-mail (slim_oracle@yahoo.com). Thank you.

