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Basic Features

Dell Dimension E510

[…]The perfect balance between performance and price. Ultra quiet, this desktop features high-speed processing for seamless multimedia. The Dimension E510 is priced to give you great performance and terrific value. It's capable of performing your multimedia tasks quickly, but it won't break your bank account (Dell.com).
HP Compaq Presario SR1710NX
The value-packed Presario Media Center SR1710NX includes all the essentials for productive at-home computing. Get everything done efficiently, then spend your free time Web surfing, e-mailing friends, playing with digital photos, or listening to your favorite tunes (Buy Compaq Presario).
Cost

Dell Dimension E510

Dell Online Store
$799.00   ($649.00 after 19% Off offer) (Dell.com Featured Desktops)

HP Compaq Presario SR1710NX

HP Online Store

279.99 (See Limitations) (HP.com Buy SR1710NX)

Tech Help
Dell Dimension E510

You get award-winning service & support with every Dell desktop product you buy. From PC home installation to replacing damaged parts, online training to software upgrades, we offer you the service you need, when you need it. When you buy a Dell, you’ve got 24/7 access to one of the best support sites out there. Dell’s toll-free phone support is available 24 hours so you always have a trained technician to troubleshoot with one on one (Dell.com).

HP Compaq Presario SR1710NX

Get peace of mind with the 90-day limited warranty, which includes easy-to-install replaceable parts with next-business-day arrival. Rely on HP’s renowned Total Care service and support, which J.D. Power and Associates has recognized as consistently providing “An Outstanding Customer Service Experience”. Get answers to all your questions toll-free, 24 x 7, or via e-mail in as little time as an hour, at www.HP.com/go/totalcare; use real-time chat and a Web site with tips and FAQs (HP.com Buy SR1710NX)
Customer Satisfaction
Dell Dimension E510

29 users on cnet.com rated the Dell Dimension E510 an average of a 7.4 out of 10. User comments ranged from “Best. Product. Ever” and “Redefines the term ‘Silent but deadly’” to “Great value, but it just isn’t performing for me” and the deceitfully titled “good system” where the user gave the computer a 1 out of 10 score and stated: “Don’t ever buy a Dell unless you want the biggest run around in your life.” (cnet.com Dell E510 Ratings).  
HP Compaq Presario SR1710NX

There is no average score as of yet for the HP Compaq Presario SR1710NX on cnet.com. However, there are 4 user opinions and they all say how the computer is “excellent” with one even complimenting on how “damn cheap” it was (cnet.com HP Compaq SR1710NX)
Handling of a Game
The game that will be compared to each computer’s specifications in order to determine the best computer for playing the game will be “The Elder Scrolls IV: Oblivion”, whose major system requirements, according to the Elder Scrolls website’s Oblivion FAQ, are as follows:
2-3 GHz Intel Pentium 4 or equivalent processor, 512 MB-1 GB system RAM, ATI X800 series/NVIDIA GeForce 6800 series or higher video card, 8x DVD-ROM drive, and 4.6 GB free hard disk space.
Dell Dimension E510

Intel Pentium D processor (equivalent to 2.8 GHz processor), 256 MB RAM, 128 MB PCI Express video card, 48x/32x/48x CD-RW/DVD-ROM combo drive, supports hard drives with space upwards to 250 GB capacity.(dell.com)
Overall, this computer would run Oblivion, but video options in-game would have to be reduced unless the video card and the RAM are upgraded.

HP Compaq Presario SR1710NX

AMD Sempron 3400+ processor (2 GHz processor), 256MB RAM, ATI Radeon Xpress 200 Graphics video card, CD-RW/DVD-ROM combo drive, 100 GB hard drive.(HP.com Buy SR1710NX)
Overall, this computer could also run Oblivion, but it too needs to have video settings in-game reduced unless the video card and RAM are upgraded. The DVD drive’s speed wasn’t listed on HP’s site, but since most DVD drives today are faster than Oblivion’s required 8x speed, I presume it won’t be a problem.
Hardware Upgrades

Dell Dimension E510

“Dells are picky on the kind of hardware you can install in them. Most of the replacement parts are expensive!”(DeWitt, Christopher interview)
HP Compaq Presario SR1710NX

“If you’re thinking about getting an HP, I’d rather build you a computer. Never buy HPs or Compaqs. They’ll be […][crappy] within a few months.” (DeWitt, Christopher interview)
