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18th Caribbean Commandants Conference held
August 31, 2006 – Some 25 officers from seven countries* were hosted at the Jamaican Combine Cadet Force Headquarter at Up Park Camp Jamaica for the 18th Caribbean Cadet Corps Commandants Conference held, from July 25 to 30.
Saint Lucia was represented by Major Andre P. Mathruin, Commanding Officer of the Saint Lucia Cadet Corps.

The meeting saw the handing over of the Chairmanship which was held by Trinidad and Tobago Commanding Officer Colonel Edison Isaac to Colonel Lendow Commandant Jamaica Combine Force.

As the needs of a modern Caribbean continue to shape the young people the Caribbean, the Cadet Corps movement must grow to meet those needs.  As such the annual Commandants conference provides an opportunity of the leadership of the Corps to review the work of the Corps and to plan for its future.  
With this in mind a number of decisions were taken.  Chief among the decisions for Saint Lucia was the honour of hosting the 2008 Caribbean Cadet Camp and Commandant Conference.  2008 being a mile stone year as the Corp will be celebrating 90 year of existence.

Established July 13, 1929, the Saint Lucia Cadet Corps is a para-military youth organization in Secondary Schools, established under the laws of Saint Lucia, with the mission "To inspire young people to achieve success in life, with a spirit of service to country and their local community, and to develop in them qualities required of a good citizen.”
Other decisions taken were:
· That the next commandant conference to be held in Barbados

· That all Corps/Forces should implement with immediate effect medals and ribbons for long standing and outstanding service as a means of recognition. 

· That the proposed First ever Caribbean Cadet Corps/Force Training Manuel put forward by the training officer committee be adopted with little noted correction.

· That a Staff Officer workshop be held in Jamaica during the month of November, to create uniformity and to update the staff officers of the latest techniques in managing the office of staff within the corps/forces.

· That representatives from the Commandants Cadre continue their visit to the islands, in a attempt to encourage persons in authority to give more assistance to the organization.  If the respective Corps are to meet the mandate to be an effective group towards the eliminating crime in schools and the wider community.
The 19th Caribbean Commandants Conference shall be hosted by Barbados.

~*~*~*~

For further information contact:
	Major Andre P. Mathurin
Commanding Officer
485-6773

	* Participating Countries
1. Jamaica [2006 Host]

2. Barbados [2007 Host]

3. Saint Lucia [2008 Host]

4. Trinidad and Tobago [2005 Host]

5. St Vincent and the Grenadines

6. Antigua and Barbuda

7. Cayman Islands


“Leadership-Discipline-Service”








