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Woolly snake

YOU WILL NEED

One pipe-cleaner per snake

Brightly-coloured oddments of wool

Two small beads per snake

Black embroidery silk or thick sewing thread

A needle 

WHAT YOU DO

1. Take a pipe-cleaner and measure 5mm from the end of it. Bend it at this point and form a loop — this is for the tail. Then measure 15mm from the other end and make a larger loop for the head (figure 1).

2. Take a piece of wool and tie it on to one end of the pipecleaner.  Wrap it round and round from the tail to the head of your snake and back again, until it is completely bound and no pipe cleaner shows through. (figure 2)

Make sure that the wool does not slip off the ends of the loops – using the needle and thread, sew the ends to secure them. To finish off, sew the wool into the body of the snake. You can use just one     colour of wool or choose all different shades. But remember to check that all the different-coloured ends are tucked away out of sight. 

3. Using the black thread, sew the two beads on to the snake's head to make the eyes.  Make two small stitches to form the nose and back stitch around the edge of the head to make his mouth. (Figure 3).

4 Once you've finished your snake, make him look more realistic by coiling him up. Bend him around a pencil or your finger to get an even shape (Figure 4).

You could leave your snake on the end of your pencil — he'd make a really original pencil end!

A couple of snakes would make a great pair of earrings. To turn them into a wild fashion accessory, simply attach earring wires to their heads. You could even make a matching brooch by glueing a snake on to a brooch pin. 
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