A. Time of Encounter
A. The Americas begin to feel the impact of the European
Political and economic activity
B. Spain Builds and Empire
A. When Columbus sailed he promised that new lands and riches
Would be attained
B. Conquistadors or “conquerors” were treasure seekers
1. Hernando Cortes was the first conquistador who
explored
The Aztec empire of Mexico
A. Motecuhzoma (the emperor) believed Cortes to be
The Aztec god Quetzalcoatl, who looked like the
explorer
B. Cortes’ greed led an attack against him and he
returned with a larger army and defeated the
Aztecs
2. Francisco Pizzaro explored the Inca empire in South
America
A. The Inca emperor Atahuallpa was taken hostage
in exchange for gold. His wish was granted and
the leader was killed anyway
3. Pedro Cabral claimed Brazil for Portugal
C. Spanish Encounters
A. Spain becomes the richest nation during the 1500s due to
Acquiring gold and silver
B. They also acquired new foods such as corn, beans, squash,
Tomatoes, peanuts, potato and chocolate
1. Tobacco was also discovered along with cattle, chickens
Pigs, sheep, sugarcane, the horse, and wheat '
2. Diseases like the flu, smallpox, and the measles were
Brought as well which the natives did not have immunity

Against
B. 90 percent of the natives died as a result of these
diseases

3. Movement of these ideas, people and animals is referred
as the Columbian exchange
D. The encomienda system was also implemented
A. Under this system Native Americans had to work for the
colonists and accept their religion :




B. In return they were to be cared for as well as fed; however,
the Native Americans were treated as slaves
C. When diseases killed the natives, African slaves replaced them
E. French Encounters
A. Jacques Cartier gave France the claim of Canada
1. These lands produced fur-bearing animals and trading
With Native Americans
B. The coureurs de bois (French trappers) trapped animals and
Traded with the Algonkin and Huron Indians
1. They lived with the villages and adopted their customs and
-~ Traditions
C. Father Marquette was a missionary of the Catholic religion
and claimed lands around the Great Lakes for France
F. English Encounters
A. They arrived on the east coast of North America
B. Native Americans were friendly and taught the English
How to grow corn, pumpkins, squash and beans
1. They also taught them how to fish and hunt
2. The Native Americans taught them how to survive and the
English population grew
C. The Iroquois League had an unwritten constitution which kept
Peace between nations
1. This idea was used by the writers of the U.S. Constitution




SOUTH AMERICA

A, THE GEOGRAPHY OF SOUTH AMERICA
1. PHYSICAL FEATURES.
A. THE ANDES MOUNTAINS
-' LWMOUNTAIN
RANGE. IT’S 4,500 MILES LONG
B. THE AMAZON RIVER
1. SECOND ONLY TO THE NILE RIVER IN
LENGTH BUT CONTAINS MORE VOLUME OF
WATER
C. ANGEL FALLS IN VENEZUELA
. THE HIGHEST WATERFALL IN THE
WORLD AT 3,212 FEET
D. AMAZONIA
1. RAINFOREST REGION THAT COVERS
ABOUT 2.5 MILLION SQUARE MILES
2. ONE THIRD OF THE WORLD’S PLANT
AND ANIMAL SPECIES LIVE HERE
E. THE ATACAMA DESERT
1. THIS DESERT IS LOCATED IN CHILE
AND RECEIVES NO RAIN
2. 80% OF THE LAND IS GOOD FOR FARMING
3. RIVERS CAN ALSO BE USED FOR HYDROELECTRIC
POWER
B. THE SOUTH AMERICAN ECONOMY
1. MOST OF THE COUNTRIES IN SOUTH AMERICA
ARE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE FAST-
GROWING POPULATIONS, USE FEW RESOURCES
AND THEIR ECONOMIES ARE BASED ON AGRI-
CULTURE
A. THE RICH OWN ALL THE LAND THAT COULD
BE USED FOR FARMING BUT ISN’T
B. HALF OF THE WORKERS IN SOUTH AMERICA
ARE FARMERS
1. MOSTLY SUBSISTENCE FARMING IS
USED......ONLY MAKING ENOUGH FOOD
FOR FAMILY CONSUMPTION
2. CAPITAL CANNOT BE BOUGHT
BECAUSE OF THIS
C. VENEZUELA AND COLUMBIA
1. VENEZUELA'S GREATEST RESOURCE IS OIL AND







