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Mr. Slaughter 7th Grade Social Studies




Name:

FORCED MIGRATION PHOTO AND MUSIC ASSIGNMENT

There is an image displayed on the TV.  Take the directed amount of time to view the picture and answer the questions that follow.

1. What is your immediate feeling when viewing this image and what about the photo projects that emotion?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Describe what is happening within the photo.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How does this picture relate to chapter 14 lessons #1?  Use specific examples from the chapter in your response.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. How does the use of color help deliver the intensity of the image?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“Suddenly uprooted from their homes on the African continent and forced, in chains, to journey to a strange land where they would work, uncompensated, for the rest of their lives, subjected to physical and emotional abuse at the hands of their captors, the enslaved Africans who eventually created and first sang the spirituals required – above all else – a way to survive their physical and emotional trauma. As successive generations were born and raised in bondage, the task of survival was passed to them as well. Of course, many did not survive. Thousands died from disease and fatigue in the journey from the coast of Africa to the Americas that was known as The Middle Passage. Others died from physical abuse, poor nutrition and overwork in the slave fields. Some lived physically but died emotionally and spiritually. The ordeal of these casualties is documented in the lyrics of a spiritual – No More Auction Block for Me – that continues to be sung today, standing as a tribute to those many thousand who perished during The Middle Passage and in the trial of North American slavery, and a defiant collective voice asserting the power and will to survive among the community of those who remained.”

Arthur C. Jones
The Spirituals Project, 2004
Read the passage above and write a response to the question:

Why were music/spirituals so important to those enslaved?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

You will now listen to the song No More Auction Block (unknown author) performed by SWEET HONEY IN THE ROCK.  Listen and follow along with the lyrics while watching the scrolling images.  You will write a response immediately following the song.  
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No more auction block for me

No more, no more

No more auction block for me

Many thousands gone

No more driver’s lash for me

No more, no more

No more driver’s lash for me

Many thousands gone

No more whip lash for me

No more, no more

No more pint of salt for me

Many thousands gone

No more auction block for me

No more, no more

No more auction block for me

Many thousands gone

How can this song be an example of how music/spirituals were uplifting or positive for those enslaved?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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 “The moment the slave resolves that he will no longer be a slave, his chains fall. Freedom and slavery are mental states....” 
---Mahatma Gandhi
Read the quote above…  How does this statement compare to the reasons why those enslaved used music to cope with their situation?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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