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Mr. Slaughter 7th Grade Social Studies



Name:

CHAPTER THIRTEEN MAJOR LEAGUE PLAYERS

We have discussed the ages of the renaissance, new monarchies and exploration.  Now, you will participate in an activity that will require your extensive knowledge of the characters associated with these historical references.

EXTRA…EXTRA…A Major League Baseball strike has now officially begun and team-owners are racing to fill positions with eligible non-union players and managers.  Owners have one more day to fill the roster so that they all can participate in the new schedule tomorrow.

DETROIT TIGERS

Forget about Rodriguez, Guillen and Verlander…They are all on strike and you need to fill your team roster.  So, you need to do some scouting based upon the needs of your team.  Read the critical attributes needed for every position below.  Then, attempt to guess what historical character would match that description best.  Then, assign them to that position by writing their names on the corresponding ball diamond on the back of this sheet.  Good luck!

First Base - 
We need someone determined…someone who sacrifices…someone who would not stop until “satisfied” by a championship.  Someone who could paint an entire ceiling on his back!

Second Base – This position needs someone who could handle a serious groundball…someone willing to “stand up” against the opposition.  This person can’t be afraid of anyone and protect his team against negative publicity.  This individual should be able to voice his opinion…maybe even his ninety-five reasons why his/her team will be number 1!

Shortstop – This is a critical position.  They are the lifeline to the infield and relays for the outfield.  This person needs to be a “renaissance man” when it comes to his/her abilities.  He/she needs to be great at a variety of attributes to support this assignment.
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Third Base – Man, whoever plays here better have a great arm!  Maybe someone who knows how much velocity it will take to propel the ball against resistance and gravity!

Pitcher – This person has to be a natural leader.  There has to be a lot of variety in the types of pitches (not wives) thrown.  He/she needs a great fastball…maybe even fast enough to make heads roll!

Catcher – This player needs to offer great support for his/her pitcher…someone who might even offer advice in an attempt to reform the pitchers decision for the game plan.  Someone so dedicated that he/she would attempt to keep the pitcher from going to another team…and if they did, it would make the catcher extremely angry and even crazy! 
Left Field – This person needs fast legs and good coordination…someone who would be willing to run into the stands for a foul ball…someone who wouldn’t stop there, but even run into the wall for a grab if necessary.  This person might even navigate the entire field before they are through!

Center Field – This person is the leader of the outfield.  He/she must make sure that the left and right fielders know how to “navigate” when attempting to catch a fly ball.  Good communication is a must and an extensive knowledge of the outfield is needed.

Right Field – This person needs to be willing to go after those fly balls; however, they also need to know when it’s time to turn back when someone else calls for the catch.  So, while navigating they need to listen to their crew in the outfield and be ready to give up the play if necessary.

Manager – This person needs to be able to acquire the respect of his/her team and make other teams shake with fear.  They need to be able to turn-around this organization and make them a “power”-full team within the league.  Even if another team sends in the biggest team possible, he/she would be willing to meet the adversity.
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There is your scouting report.  Now, fill in the field below with those you believe are the best represented within the chapter.  Pay attention to the clues and remember that some of your choices may or may not be within the textbook.  You may use worksheets, textbooks, etc while making your decisions.  
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