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Mr. Slaughter 7th Grade Social Studies



Name:

WHO WERE THE VIKINGS?

Many of us think that we know about the Vikings.  But, do we really know them?  Or do we take images from the media and portray them stereotypically?  In order for you to assume the role of the Vikings in the near future, you must have a clear understanding of them.  Now, you will take a few minutes to come up with five (5) facts from your background knowledge about Vikings.  Attempt to be as accurate as possible in your facts.

Fact #1

________________________________________________________________________

Fact #2

________________________________________________________________________

Fact #3

________________________________________________________________________

Fact #4 

________________________________________________________________________

Fact #5

________________________________________________________________________

Together, we will list your descriptions.  Then, we will watch a scene from the film “The Vikings.”  Look for similarities and/or differences within the film when compared to your list above.  Did the film match your facts?  Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now you will read a brief article discussing some misguided legend / facts about the Vikings.  After reading the selection, answer the questions that follow.

“What little is presented about Vikings in North American schools only serves to reinforce the stereotypic view of Vikings as crazed warriors bent on mayhem and destruction as they careen about the coasts of Europe in their "dragon-ships," harrying defenseless monasteries, laying siege to towns and cities, and carrying off plunder and slaves to their homelands in Scandinavia. This image has been reinforced by movies, such as the famous Kirk Douglas and Tony Curtis film The Vikings, and by the antics of the Minnesota Vikings football team, whose half-time shows draw heavily upon this widely-shared but one-dimensional view of the Vikings, who thank goodness - are safely back in the historical locker where they can't take issue with our misapprehensions.

There is no evidence whatsoever that the Vikings on any occasion wore horned helmets. This is a latter-day myth created by national romantic ideas in Sweden at the end of the 19th century, blending the Viking Age with glimpses of the Scandinavian Bronze Age some 2000 years earlier, for which actual horned helmets, probably for ceremonial purposes, are attested both in rock carvings and by actual finds. 
The use of human skulls as drinking vessels is also unhistorical. The rise of this myth can be traced back to a mistranslation of an Icelandic runic/language. Scandinavian skalle, skal means simply "shell" or "bowl". The skull-cup has some history also in relation with other tribes. The Scythians, for examples, are reported to have drunk from the skulls of their enemies by Herodotus and Strabo.
The image of wild-haired, dirty savages sometimes associated with the Vikings in popular culture has hardly any base in reality. The Vikings used a variety of tools for personal grooming such as combs, tweezers, razors or specialized "ear spoons". In particular, combs are among the most frequent artifacts from Viking Age graves, and one can conclude that a comb was the personal equipment of every man and woman. The Vikings also used soap long before it was reintroduced to Europe after the fall of the Byzantine Empire. The Vikings in England even had a particular reputation of excessive cleanliness, due to their custom of bathing once a week (as opposed to the local Anglo-Saxons).”

1.  Were your facts accurate with the descriptions above?  Why or why not?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Was the film The Vikings accurate when compared to the article?  Why or why not?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Now, list five accurate facts about the Vikings using the article and your textbook as reference.  Make sure that the descriptions you choose are correct.

Fact #1

________________________________________________________________________

Fact #2

________________________________________________________________________

Fact #3

________________________________________________________________________

Fact #4 

________________________________________________________________________

Fact #5

________________________________________________________________________

