The Mediterranean and Black Sea

A. The Roman Empire controlled this region; however, problems arose when control of trade was in limbo

B. Byzantine Empire

1.Constantinople was the capital of the Byzantine Empire and was the center for trade

A. The location of this capital (access through the Red Sea and Indian Ocean) made it a natural harbor and tariff collection was easy.

B. Furs, salt, wax and honey were just some of the goods brought back from Kiev, Ukraine.

C. Taxes made this location very rich

                 2. The Byzantine navy kept waterways safe with the invention Greek      

                fire (a chemical mixture that caught fire when water hit it)

A. Enemies have a great task of possible overtaking of the area

             C. Muslims in the Mediterranean.

1. The Muslims controlled Crete, Cyprus, and Sicily, which helped them trade to the West.

2. The Muslims were eventually defeated by the Byzantines and a blockade was placed upon Muslim lands to prevent them from building new ships (wood and iron)

A. Venice and Amalfi (city-states in Italy) denied this and continued to gain wealth by trading with the Muslims

B. The Venetians eventually gain control of the Mediterranean trade

             D. The rise of the Italian City-States 

                                 1. Venice relied heavily on trade

                                       A. Venice also helped defeat the Normans in the late 

                                        1000s which allowed them access through        

                                        Constantinople without paying taxes

                                       B. The Venetians then helped the Normans drive the 

                                        Normans drive the Byzantine’s out of Italy

C. In 1204, the doge (leader) of Venice advised the 

crusaders to attack Constantinople and the city fell

D. The Venetians gained control of the eastern 

Mediterranean shores

2.  Genoa and Pisa also traded with the Muslims

3. Milan and Florence began making gold coins which replaced the Dinar

4. In 1453, the Venetians eventually lost control of trade to the Ottoman Turks

