Indian Ocean Trade

A. Sea trade brought new goods and many people together (ivory, glass, gold, etc.)

B. From Baghdad to Guangzhou

1. Baghdad in present day Iraq was known as the “harbor of the world.”

A. The route began in the Tigris into the Persian Gulf --- then came the Indian Ocean

2. Arab merchants took advantage of monsoons which utilized their lateen sail. 

A. Monsoon winds blew northeast between November and March. The winds blew southwest between April and October.

3.  Ships brought dates, sugar, linen cloth, perfumes, and jewels. They returned with Chinese silks and porcelain bowls, cotton and pepper from India, and spices from the East Indies (Indonesia).

4. This was a long trading trip. It took about 18 months to complete.


C. Traders on the Indian Ocean

1. Jewish and Indian traders also used the above trade route.

2. In the early 1400s Chinese Junks under the command of Admiral 

Zheng He traveled further to Siam, Indonesia and the eastern coast 

of Africa 

A. The admiral was also a diplomat----a person skilled in 

Developing treaties

3. The Arab merchants still held majority of trading---they also set 

Up communities in Indonesia and China

4. Islam began to spread to the above communities

C. Swahili City-States

1. Arab traders began to set up communities in Africa as well.  They married African women and raised families.  Swahili was the name of their culture and language.

2. These communities, including Mogadishu and Sofala, became independent and drew the attention of Zheng He who traded for treasures and exotic animals.

3. Kilwa was the richest city-state.

4. The Shonas eventually overtake the gold mines and became wealthy.  Great Zimbabwe became their capital.   

