Essential vs. Nonessential Goods

How do these goods enter stores?

=============================================================

Trading Empires of West Africa

A. Trade is very important to Africans

B. 700-1500 powerful West African empires based upon trade emerged

West African Beginnings

A. Africa is the second largest continent

B. Much of Africa is plateau

C. The Great Rift Valley is 3500 miles (East Africa)

D. The Sahara, the world’s largest desert, is 3.5 million square miles

E. The savanna (grassy plain) exists in much of West Africa

F. Tropical rain forests exist in Central Africa as hot, wet lands with very tall trees

Early African Civilization

A. The Nok people (900 BC-200 AD) were located in Northern Nigeria

1. They were the first to shape iron by heating it

2. The tools made from the above process improved the conditions involved in farming, clearing land and hunting

B. The Soninkes (700) were located in West Africa

1. They also shaped iron, but began to irrigate crops

2. They were efficient traders due to their location and offered gold

3. The Soninkes’ wealth allowed them to become West Africa’s first great empire

C. Ghana (700-1000) meaning “war chief” existed in West Africa

1. Ghanaians attacked those who didn’t have the technology for weapon development (lack of iron)

2. Eventually Ghana expands their territory and needs to protect the new trade routes

a.  Tariffs or taxes are charged to protect these routes

3. Ghana held a monopoly over the gold trade

4. They traded gold for salt (used for food preservation) and other goods (weapons, cotton, glass)

5. Ghana eventually falls to the Berbers in 1200s

D. The Growth of Islam

1. Muslim North Africans conquered areas within Ghana

2. Great Muslim empires grew based on trade and their religion

3. Currency, the Arabic language and Islam were shared within the region and provided much of the culture in the area

E. Mali and Mansa Musa

1. Under Sundiata, the Malinkes became powerful through conquest and gold-salt trade

2. Mali’s mansas (rulers) expanded the empire twice as larger as Ghana

3. Mansa Musa (1307-1332) brought Mali’s greatest growth 

a.  He invited Arabic scholars and created a center of learning 

4. Mali eventually falls due to future weak leadership

F. The Songhay held major trading centers (1400s) along the Niger River 

1. They protected these trading routes with war canoes

2. They also controlled trade with the Sahara

3. They were eventually defeated by Moroccan attacks due to the use of guns (the importance of trade beyond the region)

G. Griots

1. They were great record keepers that allowed for the preservation of history within early Africa

2. They are remembered as Africa’s storytellers


