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7th Grade Social Studies
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AFRICAN KINGDOMS:

Survival of the Fittest

In order to grasp an understanding of the main trading kingdoms of Africa, it is important to have background knowledge of their strengths and weaknesses prior to knowing the details.  Remember that connecting the familiar to the unfamiliar will assist you in your learning process.  Today, every row will be represented by an early African Kingdom.  There will be a total of five kingdoms corresponding to the five rows that exist.  Your kingdom is represented by the banner that exists above your row.
Rules of the Battle
First, elect a group leader.  Then, decide what three students will represent your military. 
You will be going to war to determine who the strongest civilization is! Your task is to acquire as much information as possible on your assigned group.  There will be a five-minute individual study session and then a five-minute group study session.  Use your textbooks to accomplish this task.  
[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


After you have accumulated as much knowledge as possible, you will enter the war phase.  The first desk of every assigned civilization will have five (5) warriors.  They may be placed anywhere upon the top of the front desk.  The groups will roll a 20-sided die to determine the Kingdom that will participate first.  Then, in consecutive order, your group will be given a question to answer.  You may not use any resources to answer the questions other than yourselves.  If your group decides upon a correct answer, you may fire upon another group.  The leader will give the answer that the group decides upon.  The location to stand before participating will be behind the desk in the front of the room.  Once a group has lost all warriors, they will be eliminated from the game.  Every group will be given a total of three turns unless they are eliminated.  If time becomes a factor, the groups with the most soldiers win the game!  Now, each group will have limitations or advantages.  Even though you may feel that you were assigned a weaker civilization, it will all lead to your understanding of early African Kingdoms.  Read the civilizations’ descriptions below to determine your strengths and/or weaknesses as well as your enemies’.

Nok

The Nerf Cannon will be used against other civilizations
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Soninkes

They will use the salt bean-bag against their enemies 
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Ghana

They will be able to attack twice using the Nerf Cannon
Mali

The attacker has to walk in front of the desks with a book on his/her head.  If 
this is accomplished without the book falling, you may attack using the same book.

Songhay
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They will use a bag 
  of coins to attack
REFLECTION QUESTIONS:
When you are advised, answer the following questions.  You may use your textbook for reference.  Believe it or not, this activity will lead you to a better understanding of these early African cultures providing you with the necessary background knowledge.

1.  Obviously, the Nok people and Ghana had better weaponry during the simulation.  What do you feel is the reasoning behind this?  Why did Ghana get to fire twice?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What is the significance of the weapon of the Soninkes?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  How were the tactics of Mali during the game symbolic of the actual characteristics of the successful Mansa Musa-led Malinkes?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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4.  Why does a bag of coin represent the Songhay?  How did the location of the Songhay Empire help their success?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  Based upon your current knowledge of these early African civilizations, answer the following scenario:

Pretend you are a great warrior and leader.  Like a Major League Baseball player who becomes a free-agent, you have been given similar offers by the five empires above to live and rule in those locations.  Assuming the offers are the same, where would you consider moving to and why?  List two specific examples from the textbook explaining your answer.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
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