Mr. Slaughter 7th Grade Social Studies
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Chapter 11 Section #2 Presents…
BECOMING A CARTOGRAPHER

After hundreds of years of trade and travel, Muslims became efficient geographers and mapmakers (cartographers).  In fact, some of their maps were highly accurate.  European explorers began to use these maps that provided the motivation to expand future trade routes.  Your task today is to become an apprentice cartographer and attempt to be as accurate as possible.
ACTIVITY ONE

Take a few moments to attempt to draw the borders of the State of Ohio within the box below.  Based upon your background knowledge and Ohio being our “neighbor,” you should be able to accomplish an accurate portrayal of the State. 
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Now, an overhead will show you how Ohio should look.  How did you do?  Were you close?
After you see actual early Muslim maps, you will be ready for the next step.  You will participate in a physical activity to simulate a mapmaking exercise.

FOLLOW THE LEADER

You will be required to go outside for this activity.  You will all line up behind the teacher.  Then, the instructor will lead you through a predetermined path.  Your task is to draw the border of the path below within the provided box.  Hint…draw as you go in order to be as accurate as possible.  Then, back in the classroom, look at your atlas on page A-2 of your textbook.  Attempt to compare your map with the country-borders within the atlas in the Western Hemisphere.  Write your guess below your map.  If you guess correctly, you will acquire two points of extra credit.  DO NOT SHARE YOUR GUESS WITH ANYONE AND TURN THE PAGE OVER WHEN YOU ARE FINISHED!
 
            WHAT COUNTRY IS IT?

             ____________________________________

Name some obstacles that some Muslim cartographers would have had during their map development.  How do these compare to the obstacles you had?
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