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Mr. Slaughter 7th Grade Social Studies




Name:

ANIMAL FARM:
Acquiring Background Knowledge

You have been recently introduced to the Russian revolution in class.  Now, you will learn about the interpretation of this event through George Orwell’s Animal Farm.  The novel is a satire of the Russian revolution and therefore full of symbolism.  Generally, Orwell associates certain real characters with the characters of the book.  Below is a list of the characters and their meanings.  

Mr. Jones 


+Most obvious villain in Animal Farm


+At one time, he was decent to his animals


+The farm did well at this time


+After the stock market crash of 1929, a depression occurred around the 


 world economy as well as the U.S.  


+Represents Czar Nicolas II


+Consumes without producing

Old Major


+Philosopher of change


+Represents Karl Marx and socialism as opposed to communism


+His philosophy is drastically altered by a new leader

Napoleon 


+Chief villain in Animal Farm


+Represents Lenin/Stalin


+Overcome by greed and becomes power-hungry

Squealer 


+Represents the Russian newspaper (media)


+Propaganda


+Link between Napoleon and the rest of the farm
Snowball


+Similar to Napoleon in the beginning


+Represents Leo Trotsky, the archrival of Lenin/Stalin


+Exiled and kicked out of the farm

Boxer


+Represents the Boxer Rebellion in China


+The rebellion showed the oncoming of communism in China

+Also represents the unskilled worker with less intelligence   and status

Pigs


+Used to support Napoleon


+Symbolize the communist party and supporters


+Unlike other animals, they live in luxury and enjoy the society they control
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Dogs


+Represent the Cheka or KGB


+Arch defenders of Lenin/Stalin

Mollie


+Opposed to the new government/rules under Napoleon


+She wants things that the government won’t allow

Moses


+The only animal that doesn’t work


+Resistant to change


+Friend of Mr. Jones (Nicholas II)

Muriel


+Represents someone who can stand up for what he/she believes in but  


doesn’t


+Also represents the minority of workers who are educated

Old Benjamin


+One of those who never totally embrace the revolution


+He’s not excited about the propaganda of Napoleon


+He refuses to look toward leaders for help

Pigeons


+Represents Soviet propaganda in other countries besides Russia such as 


England and France


+An iron curtain existed prior to WWII in Russia…bragging about their 


achievements and technology
Windmill


+Represents the Russian industry built by the working class

Foxwood Farm


+Represents England

Pinchfield


+Represents Germany

Fredericks 


+Represents Hitler and secret deals made between Russia and Germany

Ten volunteers will be chosen to act out characteristics of ten assigned characters above.  They will not be able to use ANY of the terms listed underneath each character.  Your task is to guess what character they are representing and place the name below in the corresponding space.  The student(s) who guess the most characters will be awarded two points extra credit.  Those who act will be awarder the points as well.  Good luck!

#1 ____________________________________

#2 ____________________________________

#3 ____________________________________
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                     #4 ____________________________________

                    #5 ____________________________________

                    #6 ____________________________________

                    #7 ____________________________________

                    #8 ____________________________________

                    #9 ____________________________________

                 #10 ____________________________________
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