World War I

A. Napoleon’s defeat brought Europe into a balance of power to make sure any one country would not grow in strength; however, rivalries grew stronger thus beginning a conflict that would begin World War I

Unsettled Conflicts-
A. The feeling of Nationalism drew countries to focus on themselves instead of assisting others which led to many disputes 

B. Some nations ruled by others, such as Austria-Hungary rule over Slavic lands, wanted to become independent.

Preparing for War

A. Due to growing tensions, nations began to engage in militarism a strong interest in armed power

1. Some European countries expanded the size of their military through conscription (drafting)

2. All of Europe entered an arms race or competition to have the most weapons

B. In fear of war, some nations allied with each other in preparation

           1.Germany, Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire formed the     
             Triple alliance 

            2. France allied itself with Russia and Britain forming the Triple   

                Entente

C. Europe became divided in two slides and a minor event would set off the actual war

The World at War

A. In 1908, Austria-Hungary seized the Balkan provinces of Bosnia and Herzegovina which angered the Serbs who lived there

1. On June 28th, 1914, Archduke Francis Ferdinand was assassinated by a Serb.

A. As a result, Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia.

B. Quickly sides were taken and the Triple Entente becomes the Allied Powers and the Triple Alliance becomes the Central Powers

1. Japan joins the Triple Alliance 

2. Ottoman Empire joins the Triple

3. The United States attempted to stay out of the war due to 

The President Woodrow Wilson advocating isolation 

A. In 1917, German submarines attacked neutral U.S. ships trading with German enemies

B. The U.S. also learned of a German plot to drag Mexico into war to take back the land lost to the U.S.

C.The United States, on April 2nd, 1917, enters the war on the side of the Allies Powers.
  Role of Women in the War-

A. Woman began working in the coal mines, driving trucks, sweeping streets, making weapons, Police officers and Mail carriers because millions of men vacated these jobs to fight in the war

B. Some women also signed up for the military as nurses and ambulance drivers

War in an Industrial Age

A. Trench warfare carried the war without a winner for more than three years

1. Soldiers dug trenches and fortified them with artillery and machine guns as protection

2. Life inside the trenches was miserable

A. Soldiers ate, slept and existed in these ditches for weeks, and sometimes months at a time

B. Rain and mud added to the stress

3. To gain territory soldiers had to leave the trench and attack (over the top)

4. Barbed wire and mines littered the center of the trenches

5. 8 million soldiers die and 20 million were injured (some with shell shock)

6. New technology, such as mustard gas, tanks and machine guns, raised the death toll

Fragile Peace

A. A. Russia signed a peace treaty with the Central Powers because a revolution began

B. American troops were replaced with fresh soldiers and eventually defeat the Central Powers

C. Wilson created the Fourteen Points which refer to arms reduction and open peace agreements

D. Germany signs an armistice (agreement to stop fighting)

E. The Treaty of Versailles was signed on June 28th 1919, which brought the creation of the League of Nations 
A. Germany was dealt very harshly and took full responsibility the war.

1.They were required to cut back their military and give up their territory 

2. Germany becomes bitter and will eventually retaliate in 20 years

