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Mr. Slaughter 7th Grade Social Studies


Name:

WORLD WAR I SIMULATION
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/worldwarone/hq/trenchwarfare_large.shtml
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You have recently been introduced to WWI (The Great War) through song and discussion.  One of the concepts surrounding the importance of this war relates to technological innovation.  Over 10 million soldiers were killed or wounded between August 1914 and November 1918.  Thousands of men were killed in ours as technology lead the way in being violently efficient.  You will simulate four missions that relate to actual events as experienced within WWI.  You will be given scenarios that will have you existing within the actual trenches and facing the enemy.  Your goal is to receive a MEDAL OF VALOR.  Can you decide the outcomes that will save thousands?  Or will you place your soldiers in harm’s way?  The choices are up to you.  You will work within your groups (by columns) and elect a leader who will be responsible for the groups decisions.  THIS LEADER MAY NOT BE SOMEONE WHO HAS BEEN A LEADER BEFORE WITHIN THE CLASS.  Now, let’s see if you have the makings for a general, or a dishonorable discharge.
Write your group members below:
________________  _______________  ________________  

_______________  ________________

_________________________________

YOUR GROUP LIEUTENAT
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As a group, study the weapons and descriptions below.  This could be your only hope of winning.  The group with the highest success rating will be given extra credit.

Artillery - Heavy shelling normally preceded any attack.  6,000 guns fired over two million shells in four hours as the Germans made their last stand against the Allies in May 1918. But the effectiveness of the big guns depends heavily on the accuracy of the men firing them.  If inaccurate, shells can kill your own infantry.
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Air reconnaissance - Getting a good view of the enemy is crucial to decide your tactics.  Balloons and airplanes are used to observe their movements, size and positions.  Airplanes are also used to guide artillery fire, though without the yet-to-be-invented radio this is very difficult.




Air combat - The white knights of the sky, these daredevils fly in machines made of wood and fabric.  The guns were not timed to miss the propellers till late in the war, and many pilots died because of the fragility of their own aircraft.  Dodging heavy anti-aircraft guns, pilots do their best to shoot down as many of the superior German planes as possible.  Bombs are extremely difficult to use because of clumsy release mechanisms, and very few can be carried in the light craft.
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Tanks - A new development in warfare only available after 1916, when first used by the British at the Battle of the Somme.  These hulking great machines are bullet-proof and can mow down the barbed wire defenses of the enemy.  However, they are few in number, mechanically unreliable and can be destroyed by shells.
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Infantry - Battalions of men each carrying 60 lbs. of equipment, armed with rifles and bayonets.  The battalions have different levels of training: some are professionals and some are 'Kitchener's Army' volunteers.  They are supposed to range in age from 18-35, but some are clearly over and under the limit.
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Mines - Mining involves months of preparation.  Tunnels must be dug under No-Man's Land to the enemy trenches.  They will also be tunneling to your trenches, and making sure they cut off any of your tunnels.  Mines can be devastating to enemy 
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Machine Guns - Though bulky and requiring several men to operate, the gun is a useful defensive weapon.  It's rapid fire can kill many men quickly.  Though when attacking, the group of men carrying the guns within range of the enemy can get separated and guns are often abandoned on the field.



Gas - One of the most horrific advances in technology used first by the Germans at the second battle of Ypres.  Different types include: tear-gas (frozen by the cold Russian winters), chlorine gas (simple wet cloths worn over the face dissolves the chlorine), blistering mustard gas and irritants designed to make soldiers remove their gas masks.  Beware of wind direction.

guns and fortifications, but only if they're 
correctly placed.
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     MISSON #1
It is a cold, sunny, February morning.  Intelligence tells you that the Germans have been planning an attack for several days.  You must defend your ground in and around a series of ancient forts with only a narrow road to send supplies through.
Select a combination of three (3) methods of attack to give your troops.  The options exist below:

________________________  ________________________  ______________________
CLASSIFIED ORDERS ABOVE
Await your scouts report

When you have received the news of your defeat or success, circle your results below:
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SUCCESS of DEFEAT 

          MISSON #2

It is an overcast September day.  Light breezes blow across the flat plain of No-Man's Land.  There have been long delays in preparing for any attack against the enemy as supplies are brought in and new trenches dug.  You must regain ground lost in previous battles.
________________________  ________________________  ______________________

CLASSIFIED ORDERS ABOVE

Await your scouts report

When you have received the news of your defeat or success, circle your results below:

SUCCESS of DEFEAT 
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     MISSION #3

It is a beautifully sunny July morning.  Twenty recently recruited Infantry divisions have been assembled behind your front line, ready to attack.  The German trenches are heavily fortified and there is a tall wall from which they are defending their front lines.  Your mission is to drive the enemy back and take the fortification.
________________________  ________________________  ______________________

CLASSIFIED ORDERS ABOVE

Await your scouts report

When you have received the news of your defeat or success, circle your results below:

SUCCESS of DEFEAT 

[image: image16.jpg]5




 
MISSION #4
It is yet another cloudy wet August day.  Previous shelling by both sides has turned the field into thick mud, ten feet deep in some places.  Both sides are in heavily fortified trenches.  Your mission is to drive the enemy back from its current position.
________________________  ________________________  ______________________

CLASSIFIED ORDERS ABOVE

Await your scouts report

When you have received the news of your defeat or success, circle your results below:

SUCCESS of DEFEAT 

COUNT THE NUMBER OF VICTORIES YOU HAD AND PLACE THAT NUMBER BELOW AND AWAIT YOUR PROMOTION OR DEMOTION

_________________
Victories

Answer the following reflection questions below:

1. Where do you think your group went wrong and/or right when it came to decision making? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What did you learn about WWI when it came to this activity?  Hint…Talk about the technology, battle scenarios, etc.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

