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Mr. Slaughter 7th Grade Social Studies








Name:

VIKING SAGAS

Read the information and excerpts of sagas below.  Then, answer the questions that follow.

Viking Raids - Looking at the Sagas. 
From the eighth century onwards, the Vikings traveled far and wide. They traded with many nations, but they also raided foreign lands, stealing goods and treasures. These extracts from Egil's Saga tell about Viking raids from the point of view of the Vikings themselves. 

The first extract tells about Egil's uncle Thorald when he was a young man: 

When Thorald was about twenty years old he made up his mind to go on a Viking expedition, so his father gave him a longship. Evind and Obir joined him with another longship and a good number of men, and they spent the summer plundering. There was plenty of loot so each man got a good share. 

That's how things were for a number of years - every summer they'd go on Viking expeditions and every winter they would stay at home with their families and parents. Thorold brought his parents a lot of valuable things. 

The story about another Viking says this: 

Bjorn was a man of outstanding talents and a great seafarer. He divided his time between Viking raids and trading voyages. 

And here is the story of an expedition on which Egil himself was present: 

In the spring they started getting a big longship ready. Once it was manned they went plundering that summer in the Baltic. They captured a great amount of loot and fought many good battles. 

One day they put in near a large estuary that lay beneath a vast area of forest. They decided to go ashore and divide into groups, each of them twelve strong. They went into the forest and it wasn't long before they came to the settlements where they started pillaging and killing. Some people made a run for it and got away, but no one fought back. Late in the day Thorold sounded the horn to call his men back down to the ship. 

A successful raid was not always as easy as it sounds in this extract. People in small villages might run away when they were surprised by a sudden attack, but things did not always go so smoothly for the Vikings. Indeed Egil's Saga goes on to tell that Egil did not return to his ship as he had been captured.

QUESTIONS
1. Why did the Vikings go on raiding expeditions? 
2. Do you think the type of land in which they lived had anything to do with Viking raids? Why?

3. At what time of year did the Vikings go on these expeditions? 

4. Why did they choose this time to travel? 

5. Who looked after their homes and farms while they were away?

6. When they went abroad did they spend all their time raiding? 

7. Why do you think Thorald divided his men into groups when they went ashore? 

8. Can you guess why the people in the settlements did not fight back? 
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VIKING RUNIC TRANSLATION

[image: image3.png]BTN IOTY
HKERINE A



Now that you know a little about the historical background of Viking sagas, you will now be introduced to their written symbols known as Runic alphabet.  Below, you will see the English translation of Runic:

Use the chart above to translate the following words to Runic…

__________________

____________________
______________________

             SKY



  TREE



HUNTING

__________________

____________________
_______________________

        PLUNDER

            LONGSHIP

             ENGLAND
__________________

____________________
_____________   _________

            SAIL


            WARRIOR

        POISON            SEA

Now, write a brief two-line saga using your background knowledge of Viking history.  You may also use your textbook to acquire more content-rich concepts if necessary.  MAKE IT AN ADVENTURE STORY…
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Next, translate your two-lined saga on the lines below using the Runic chart.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
