Mr. Slaughter/Ms. Wilson 7th Grade Social Studies
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Democratic Revolutions 

And 
For Chapter 15 we used the song Wonderwall by Oasis to help us explore the changing Ming Dynasty.  We will continue using media to help us interpret the textbook, but this time we will be watching an episode of the cartoon The Smurfs called Sir Hefty.  While watching this episode pay attention to the general storyline, the major events that help to shape what happens, and the eventual outcome.  When the episode is finished we will answer the following questions:
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Read these brief synopses of three major democratic revolutions and then draw comparisons between them and what you saw in the Smurfs episode.
The American Revolution:

Thomas Jefferson, the main author of the Declaration of Independence, said the main reason they wanted independence was because Britain did not protect the rights of the Americans.  Although Jefferson was the voice behind the revolution, it was General George Washington who led the colonists to their victory in the American Revolution.  The army wore tattered clothing, had few supplies and many of the soldiers were farmers.  After six years of hard battles, the colonists secured independence and the protection of their rights.  
List and describe one similarity that Sir Hefty has with the American Revolution:

1.​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​



The French Revolution:

King Louis XVI and the French Royalty turned to the Estates-General, representatives from France’s three estates/social classes, to discuss raising taxes in order to solve the country’s money problems.  However, the Third Estate (the lowest and largest class) did not agree as they would be the ones paying the highest taxes.  The Third Estate attempted to make a fairer tax system but was denied.  They broke away from the Estates-General forming the National Assembly.  To protect themselves from being attacked by the Louis XVI’s soldiers they decided to raid a prison, the Bastille, where weapons were stored.  Although they were the lowest class, by joining together and attacking they were able to kill many of the prison’s guards.  They took the weapons and freed the prisoners—the French Revolution had begun.  
List and describe one similarity that Sir Hefty has with the French Revolution:

1.


Venezuelan Independence Movement:
In Venezuela, Simón Bolívar led an independent governing council, or junta, that replaced Spanish rule.  While trying to fight for complete independence from Spain he faced tremendous difficulties and struggled to defeat the large number of people living in Venezuela who remained loyal to the Spanish King.  Bolívar proved to be a skillful military leader and his soldiers remained loyal to him, helping him free not only Venezuela from Spanish rule, but also New Granada (present-day Colombia) and Ecuador.  

List and describe one similarity that Sir Hefty has with the Venezuelan Independence Movement:
1.


What was the main problem the Smurfs faced?





What was their solution to this problem and how did they arrive at that solution?





What were some of the problems or challenges that they faced along the way?





In 2 sentences or less write what lesson the Smurfs learned in this episode.








