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I wanted to provide a lesson that observed our veterans a productive way that connected with content standards.  I also wanted to give students the opportunity to pass on their comprehension and interpretation of the day to others.  The lesson plan intended to provide students with the opportunity to extend their expression of responsible citizenship and actively participate in their community.

The lesson produced the emotion and connection to the experience of our veterans that provided an authentic lesson for my students.  When I asked students about their interpretations of the Iraqi conflict, many felt removed from the experience due to the lack of media coverage as compared with the initial invasion.  The individual stories of the families that have lost soldiers, as well as the interviews of actual veterans allowed students to acquire a personal perception of the curriculum they were engaged in.


The technology of the computer lab provided an even more interactive experience for students.  Listening to the actual interviews of soldiers across the country allowed more access to a variety of situations as opposed to a limited approach.  Students were also given the opportunity to e-mail letters to soldiers involved in the conflict.


The most powerful component of the lesson was demonstrated through the viewing of wives, parents and others reading the last letters sent home from their fallen soldier.  The viewing of these interviews gave students a direction in terms of their feelings toward our own core democratic values and the cost of our freedoms.  An LCD projector was used against a large, rough background providing an appropriate setting.


I would alter the time schedule of this project in order to deliver a more effective situation for my students.  Although Veteran’s Day is the logical setting for this lesson, its implementation during historical wars/conflicts would allow students to make appropriate connections with current material covered.  The ability to supplement my curriculum chronologically with students would possibly make more of an impact in terms of student comprehension and appreciation for the sacrifices at the time.


My wife advised me that her community invited veterans to the local schools to read the list of soldiers locally who died in foreign wars.  Although the students were affected by the event, a personal connection to the fallen soldiers was made only through the oral presentation.  This lesson provided students with the opportunity to explore eyewitness accounts, the families that have sacrificed so much and the perception of those soldiers still fighting.  To communicate their feelings and appreciation to actual soldiers also allowed them to express themselves actively.

