LESSON PLAN

Name:


J. Slaughter

School:

Pioneer Middle School

Grade and Class:
7th Grade Citizenship Education

Title of Activity:
BOMB SHELTER

Objectives:

A promotion of a self-directed approach with the Habits of Mind




will take place during this activity.  Although students will make 




decisions as a group, students will work individually to develop 




their strategy.

-The students will engage in a problem-solving scenario

-Students will compare and contrast their decisions with different types of government/rule

-They will be able to identify characteristics of a democracy

-Students will be introduced to core democratic values


-Students will be involved in the implementation of the Habits of Mind
Activities:

Students will be assigned a card like the following:

Name:


John Smith

Age:


28

Education:

High School

Occupation:

Construction

Health:


Asthma

Training:

Trade School

When students receive the card they will be given the following scenario:

As a group, you decided to build a bomb shelter.  Recently, nuclear war occurred leaving the environment unsafe to enter for six months.  You are to assume that you are the only survivors on Earth.  The dilemma:  You have supplies enough for ten survivors as opposed to (number of students).  You task is to determine who stays in the shelter and who leaves.  Determine as a group how you will come to this decision.  Afterwards, a debate will take place between the living and the dead to see if the new society is in trouble or will be successful.

Students will write introductory speeches and argue their right to stay.  After the activity takes place above, students will compare and contrast their decisions with other types of government:  anarchy, democracy, communist, capitalist, etc.  They will then best categorize the characteristics with types of rule (usually, an oligarchy takes place) using Handout A.  An introduction to core democratic values will take place after the above activity.

Grouping Structure:

Students will be placed into five groups using desk clusters.  As a team, they will be instructed to present their findings/decisions to the shelter.  The cards students will receive will be based on their learning styles/multiple intelligence categories.  

Assessment:

Students will be assessed based upon their contributions during the discussion and their introductory speech.

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Role 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were consistently in character. 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were often in character. 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were sometimes in character. 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were rarely in character. 

	Knowledge Gained 
	Can clearly explain several ways in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters and can clearly explain why. 
	Can clearly explain several ways in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters. 
	Can clearly explain one way in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters. 
	Cannot explain one way in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters. 


HANDOUT A

Mr. Slaughter

7th Grade Social Studies



Name:

Descriptions of governments can be based on:

Economy - what provides the goods and services that are bought, sold, and used?

	Capitalism

(Russia)
	Socialism

(Norway)
	Communism

(Cuba)

	In a capitalist or free-market economy, people  own their own businesses and property and must buy services for private use, such as healthcare. 
	Socialist governments own many of the larger industries and provide education, health and welfare services while allowing citizens some economic choices
	In a communist country, the government owns all businesses and farms and provides its people's healthcare, education and welfare. 


Politics - how is the government run?

	Dictatorship

(Iraq)
	Totalitarian

(China)
	Theocracy

(Iran)
	Monarchy

(Jordan)
	Parliamentary

(Israel)
	Republic

(USA)
	Anarchy

(Afghanistan?)

	Rule by a single leader who has not been elected and may use force to keep control. In a military dictatorship, the army is in control. Usually, there is little or no attention to public opinion or individual rights.
	Rule by a single political party.  
People are forced to do what the government tells them and may also be prevented from leaving the country. 
	A form of government where the rulers claim to be ruling on behalf of a set of religious ideas, or as direct agents of a deity.
	A monarchy has a king or queen, who sometimes has absolute power. Power is passed along through the family
	A parliamentary system is led by representatives of the people. Each is chosen as a member of a political party and remains in power as long as his/her party does
	A republic is led by representatives of the voters. Each is individually chosen for a set period of time.
	Anarchy is a situation where there is no government.  
This can happen after a civil war in a country, when a government has been destroyed and rival groups are fighting to take its place. 


Authority - who picks the government?

	Revolutionary

(USA, France, USSR etc)
	Totalitarian

(North Korea)
	Oligarchy/Plutocracy

(Pakistan)
	Democracy

(India)

	The existing structure is overthrown by a completely new group. The new group can be very small - such as the military - or very large - as in a popular revolution. After a period of time, this 'becomes' one of the other type of government (unless there is another coup or uprising).
	Rule by a single political party.  
Votes for alternative candidates and parties are simply not allowed. Citizens are allowed and 'encouraged' to vote, but only for the government's chosen candidates.
	A form of government which consists of rule by an elite group who rule in their own interests, especially the accumulation of wealth and privilege. Only certain members of society have a valid voice in the government. This can reflect (but is not limited to) economic interests, a particular religious tradition (theocracy), or familial rule (monarchy).
	In a democracy, the government is elected by the people. Everyone who is eligible to vote - which is a majority of the population - has a chance to have their say over who runs the country. 




REMEMBER: nearly every country in the world is ruled by a system that combines 2 or more of these (for example, the USA is not a true capitalist society, since the government actually provides some services for its citizens). Additionally, one person's opinion of the type of government may differ from another's (many argue that the USA is actually a plutocracy rather than a democracy). 
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Number of Independent Nations from 1902-1907

All images used from source images www.google.com with permission 2006

