Chapter 11 Section #1 Notes

Trading Empires of West Africa

A. Trade is very important to early Africans

1. 700-1500 powerful West African empires based on trade developed

West African Beginnings

A. Africa is the second largest continent 

1. Much of Africa is plateau

2. Great Rift Valley is 3500 miles (East Africa)

3. Sahara Desert (World’s largest desert) is 3.5 million square miles

4. Savanna (Grassy Plain) – full of resources

5. Tropical Rainforest

Early African Civilization

A. The Nok people (900 BC-200 AD) Northern Nigeria

1. Shaped iron by heating it

2. Tended crops, hunted, cleared land

B. Soninkes (700s) – West Africa

1. Shaped iron and irrigated crops

2. Good traders due to location

3. First great empire

4. Traded salt for gold

C. Ghana “War Chief” (700-1000) West Africa

1. Ghananians defeated other tribes easily with iron weapons

2. They charged tariffs to protect trade routes

3. They held a monopoly over gold trade

4. Kumbi-Saleh is their capital

5. Traded gold for salt to preserve meat, as well as ivory, cotton, animal skins, swords, glass

6. Ghana falls to the Berbers – 1203

Islam

A. Muslim North Africans

1. Kanem, Gao, Ghana

2. Muslim traders delivered concepts of money, Arabic language

3. Great empires grew based on trade and Islam

Mali and Mansa Musa

A. Mansas (rulers) assisted Mali to grow twice as large as Ghana

B. Mansa Musa (1307-1332) brought even more wealth

1. He invited Arab scholars

2. Preserved a “center of learning” in Mali

C. Mali falls to weak leaders

Songhay

A. Held major trading centers

B. War canoes constructed to help protect its kingdom

C. Defeated by Moroccan attacks due to gunpowder

EUROPE NOW ENTERS THE TRADING GAME

