Trade Routes Linking Asia and Europe

A. Trade in the Lands of Islam

1. Muslims controlled lands that included Indians, Persians, Syrians, Egyptians, and Spaniards.

2. One culture assimilation “whoever speaks Arabic is an Arab.”

3. Transportation – single-humped camel, “ship of the desert” -

a. Four days without water

b. Twenty-five miles in ten hours

c. Oasis searched for water or caravansaries (Inns which provided food and shelter)

B. A Time of Cultural Exchange

1. Wealth meant obtaining scarce goods and trade

2. Dinars become standard coin for trade

3. Landscape influenced (Fruit trees from Asia brought to the Mediterranean)

4. Muslims advanced math to the study of Algebra while using Arabic numerals obtained from India

5. Muslims also become excellent cartographers – “map makers” –

6. Literature also advances - “The Arabian Nights” –

7. Muslims eventually conquered by Mongols – Trade routes collapse –

C. Trade on the Silk Route Continues

1. The Mongols destroyed many cities and lives

2. The Mongols brought different cultures together (Chinese and Russians included)

3. The Silk Road – Route into Asia for European merchants and travelers 

4. Mongol empire contained spices, pearls, carpets and silk

5. 1330s-Mongol empire weakens and civil war breaks out-

safe land route hard to find-sea routes are now attempted

D. Trade in South Asia

1. Stories of “The Riches of India”

2. Coconuts, salt, aloe and “scented wood” left India

3. Slaves “prisoners of war” also traded
