COLD WAR TENSIONS

A. The United States and Soviet Union become superpowers

1. The Cold War begins due to U.S. fearing the spread of communism

and Soviets fearing spread of democracy

2. Both sides race for the best weapons and technology

B. The superpowers compete in Europe

1. Churchill states that Europe is divided under an “iron curtain”

2. Eastern European nations under Soviet control did not have

elections and were banned of opposition to communism

3. Americans wanted containment to prevent other countries from 

Becoming communist

a. Truman Doctrine set up to give money and military protection for countries who kept out the Soviets

b. Marshall Plan also developed to provide millions of 

dollars to Europe so they didn’t need to depend on 

communism

1. U.S., Britain, France decide to unite Western 

Germany which was viewed as a threat to the

Soviets in Eastern Germany

2. Berlin was divided in two halves:  Republic vs.

Communism

3. NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) was

Set up by Western powers to protect themselves

From Soviet attack and Eastern European nations

Set up the Warsaw Pact

C. Spread of Communism in Asia

1. Communism was set up in China and called People’s Republic of China

2. Soviets then helped communism reach North Korea while American

forces were in South Korea

3. A limited war would limit the use of total victory set up by President Truman

a. Soviets began testing nuclear bombs

b. In 1953, both sides agreed to end the war in fear of advanced technology and another world war

D. Khrushchev and Kennedy

1. Nikita Khrushchev becomes new leader of Soviet Union and rules eastern European nations harshly

a. He then asks Kennedy to remove troops from West Berlin

b. Kennedy declines even under threat of Nuclear War 

c. The Berlin Wall is built to separate West and East Berlin

2. The Cuban Missile Crisis also threatened war

a. Fidel Castro takes control of Cuba and made ties with the Soviets

b. Castro also allowed the Soviets to place nuclear missile sites in Cuba

c. A blockade of U.S. ships stopped any missiles from entering Cuba

d. In 1963, it was agreed to sign a treaty ending nuclear

testing

E.  Vietnam

1. The French lost control of Vietnam and it was split into North and South

2. The U.S. supported the South due to anti-communism

3. Ho Chi Minh attempted to overthrow the South and the war began

4. Protests arose from U.S. citizens due to fighting a foreign countries battle

5. Some believed the U.S. should fight against the Soviet-backed Vietnamese 

6. The U.S. then signed a cease-fire agreement with North Vietnam and withdrew from the country

7. 58,000 Americans died in the war along with millions of Vietnamese 

8. The U.S. implement détente to relax tensions with communist nations

9. In 1979, the Soviet Union sends troops into Afghanistan to keep its

Communist roots

10. President Carter boycotted the U.S. Olympic squad from competing in               the 1980 summer Olympics in the Soviet Union and threatened to send troops to Afghanistan

