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Building a Learning Community

This worksheet is designed to help you prepare for introducing your students to the activity or project that will be supported by the learning community you have researched.

Goal(s) and or Learning Objective(s):

Students will be able to recognize the characteristics of responsible citizenship.

Students will also be able to participate as responsible citizenship by becoming certified in Adult/Child first aid.
Grade Level:  

Seventh Grade Social Studies Exploration

Content standard(s) addressed:

The standards addressed would be as followed (Michigan Department of Education, 2006):

CIVIC PERSPECTIVE

1. Explain how the rule of law protects individual rights and serves the common good (MI Soc.III.MS.3)

2. Explain why people may agree on core democratic values in the abstract but disagree when they are applied to specific situations (MI Soc.III.MS.2)

CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT

1. Participate in projects designed to assist others in their local community (MI Soc.VII.MS.2)

Through these standards students will be able to make connections to their community beyond the classroom.  Michigan also requires that students be able to “use a variety of technology tools and applications to promote creativity.”

Reference:

Michigan Department of Education (2005) K-12 Curriculum. Retrieved on April 12, 2006 from http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-28753---,00.html
What product or result will be produced?

A student directed public service announcement (PSA) would be produced to showcase student comprehension in first-aid/CPR and offer preventative measures for their community members.

Why do you feel that this project/activity will benefit from the collaboration of a learning community?

Due to age constraints, some middle school students feel the community does not perceive them as responsible citizens contributing to their surroundings.  This PSA would allow students to showcase their responsible citizenship by passing along helpful information to community members in terms of health.

Briefly answer the following:

1. How will you introduce your students to the activity around which this learning community will be built? How will you “hook” them into the concept of working on a project/activity within the context of a larger community of participants? 

Students will view various interviews provided from the American Red Cross that show adolescent heroes and their stories.  When students are exposed to the need for responsible, trained first responders, they will be able to relate their families, friends and community members to the training they will receive.

2. How will you provide students access to the relevant information you have already located? 

Students will access resources through those provided from the American Red Cross (training manuals, participant booklet, etc.)  Through a variety of web quests, students will also participate in exercises to reinforce their comprehension of their training.  The technology portion of the project will also be reinforced through training manuals and online tutorials through Apple computers.  They will learn how to edit and produce video for the eventual public service announcement.

3. How will you help students evaluate, organize, and synthesize this information? Are there any information literacy skills you will need to address? 

The practical exams where students practice and perform their skills will allow them to evaluate each other’s performance.  The students will provide the necessary feedback to perfect the skills of CPR, first aid, rescue breathing, and conscious/unconscious choking.  They will also compare their training to responsible citizenship by using core democratic values to justify their answers.

4. How will students interact with members of this expanded learning community? 

Students will eventually present their public service announcements to the community through closed circuit cable and live in our auditorium.  Professional community members in the health and public service fields will also be invited to participate in the “Safety Night” where they will also present helpful information.  

5. How will you help them develop relationships with the resources you have found? 

Students will be provided with a DVD copy of their public service announcement.  They will also become certified through the American Red Cross in Adult/Child/Infant first aid/CPR and receive certificates as well.  Contributing to the Safety Night as a cohort will professional health care/public service workers will also develop the relationship with their training and connection to their community.

6. How will student learning be evaluated?

Acting as an authentic, culminating assessment, the final product will be an accomplished public service announcement.  A rubric will be provided to show the expectations for each category.  Students will also be graded upon their performance using American Red Cross standards and objectives during the first aid training.  A practical and written exam will be given to determine certification.

