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Research Questions:

1.    Do service-learning projects and implementation of teaching youth media have merit and worth outside normal curriculum standards?

2.    How can educators effectively create media education that empowers students? 

3.    How can educators effectively provide fair and effective assessment for the use of technology for a student-produced public service announcement?

Review of Literature:

According to Rahima Wade, teachers should assure that students have access to interaction within their communities to enhance their learning experience and develop their citizenship. (Wade, 1997, 29)  I feel that this statement directly relates to the premise surrounding my topic.  The book describes enabling students to connect their learning to current events and social issues while facilitating meaningful dialogue among students themselves and through the integration of responsible citizenship.  The sources within the reading support my view that citizenship education and its connection to the community is significant, authentic assessment.  Introducing core democratic values to students, applying them to their lives and providing an opportunity to showcase their responsibility will allow this experience to take place.  By training and certifying students in first aid through the American Red Cross, they will acquire skills necessary to becoming contributing members of society.

 
I also wanted to implement technology into the assessment phase of the citizenship education project.  Steven Goodman states that learning through media technology leads to critical thinking and technical video arts skills. (Goodman, 2003, p. 19)  Goodman also states that providing media education to students “empowers students to change their lives and their world.” (Goodman, 2003, p. 103) I would like to implement Goodman’s strategies to provide an opportunity for students to produce a public service announcement (PSA).  Students will be instructed to write, direct and produce a PSA involving a scenario based upon their first aid training.  The goal of the project will allow the community to participate and view the student-directed PSA.


Yusef Waghid (Waghid, 2005, 323) states that students not only need to be exposed to the ideals of responsible citizenship, they also need to be taught compassion that will foster justice, equality, truth and diversity.  In order to effectively teach students responsible citizenship, a connection needs to be forged to their own lives.  Without passion or the need to make a difference, motivation will only provide a grade, not a life-changing learning experience.  By allowing students to teach others and showcase their training, pride begins to evolve into an authentic, compassionate experience.
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