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Introduction:


As a social studies educator, preparing students for responsible citizenship is a challenge.  Giving students the opportunity to engage in an authentic project to demonstrate their comprehension is difficult to propose.  Promoting active, democratic citizens through training students in first aid would possibly give students an incentive to learn the process.  Assessing students through the use of a student-directed public service announcement (PSA) would also allow students to contribute to their communities.  

Problem Statement:


The issue that I propose to research can be expressed as a question:  How can educators effectively approach citizenship education at the middle school level?


When I ask students how they can contribute to their community, many answers revolve around their age constraints.  Some feel limited due to society’s perception of them.  I feel that the typical middle school child feels somewhat inadequate because of limited access to activities and programs that would promote responsible citizenship.


I believe that if students in my classroom have the opportunity to express their concern for the community around them, the promotion of active, democratic citizens will be the result.  When students feel connected to their community, a genuine learning experience has evolved into citizenship education.


I believe that teaching students core democratic values, first aid and certifying them through the American Red Cross, will provide a unique, authentic opportunity to learn the ultimate responsibility:  saving a life.  Then, promoting their acquired skills through a student-produced public service announcement would connect them with their community.

