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My first research question examines the merit of service-learning projects and media education.  I am focusing on the community, colleagues and students for their contributing reflection.  Through the use of interview or surveys I will be able to conduct a proper sampling of appropriate feedback.


I am also researching concepts that will allow the educator to develop media education curricula designed to empower students.  Because the field is somewhat limited within my district, planning for collecting data is a challenge.  I decided to assess student prior knowledge as a basis for data collection.  Acquiring student’s past experience, as a baseline and then proceeding to the post-reflection phase will provide helpful information.  


Working in cooperation with the media specialist, Mrs. Linda Orr, within my building will assist me as well.  Assessing Mrs. Orr’s prior knowledge and experiences will be beneficial.    Her training sessions offer assistance to teachers to enhance their teaching procedures while using technology.  By adapting her teaching procedures to the middle school classroom, the same skills can be passed on to a younger age group.  


I am also including a teacher reflection journal.  By interacting with colleagues, professional sources of information and observations, recording data in a journal will allow me to keep record of my progress throughout the collection phase.  

My third research question investigates providing fair, effective rubrics and assessment for a public service announcement and service-learning projects.  By developing a rubric based on research, assessment can be given at all levels.  Teacher, student and community/parent contributions to the assessment phase will lead to useful feedback.


By teaching and certifying students in first aid, they will possess an important skill allowing them to be active citizens.  After producing a student-directed public service announcement based on a life-saving scenario, parents and community members will offer feedback directly related to the presentation of the students.  This critique will not only be beneficial for students, it will also benefit the class as it evolves.


I will base my research on my social studies exploration class.  For the past five weeks, students have been involved in citizenship education.  They have explored core democratic values and applied them to current events and pop culture.  Next week, students will begin the first aid training phase of the class.


The first aid portion of the class lasts one week.  Before the training phase begins, I will survey students and parents for feedback and prior knowledge.  I will continue to access information on appropriate assessment for proper rubrics.  I will also collaborate with Mr. Jason Kaye who has produced a student-directed public service announcement in the past.


After the public service announcement is produced, parents and community members will be invited to view it.  Either through partnership through local cable or by planning for a safety day, the community will be able to offer immediate feedback.  This data will assist me in determining the merit of the project, as well as the effectiveness of media education and the provided assessment.

Appendix #1

Data Collection Matrix

	Research Question
	Data Source #1
	Data Source #2
	Data Source #3

	3. Do service-learning projects and implementation of teaching youth media have merit and worth outside normal curriculum standards?


	Community survey and/or interview


	Student survey and/or short interview


	Teacher survey and/or interview



	3. How can educators effectively create media education that empowers students?


	Assess student prior knowledge through reflection on past projects
	Student post-reflections
	Culminating teacher journal

	3.  How can educators effectively provide fair and effective assessment for the use of technology for a student-produced public service announcement?


	Teacher assessment using a rubric


	Student self-assessments using the same rubric


	Feedback by community members (parents of students) using the same rubric




Appendix #2

PIONEER MIDDLE SCHOOL

MR. SLAUGHTER 7th GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES EXPORATION

Dear Students:

Our time in social studies exploration is coming to an end as a new quarter approaches.  I am writing to ask for your participation in a survey before the class ends.

For my graduate course, I am conducting research on the merit of service learning through CPR/First Aid certification and the use of a student-directed public service announcement to present their newly acquired skills.  Please take the time to fill out this survey.  Your answers will assist me in determining the future of this class.  Please do not write your name on this form.  All answers will be received anonymously.

Answer the following survey based on the following rating system.  Fill in the provided space above the corresponding answer. 

1. Does a service-learning project such as CPR certification have merit or worth as opposed to traditional teaching methods?

  O


O

          O                              O




strongly agree          agree

     disagree
        strongly disagree

2. Would the inclusion of media education such as a student-directed public service announcement be a meaningful experience?

  O


O

          O                              O




strongly agree          agree

     disagree
        strongly disagree

3. In terms of grading your performance, would you be interested in creating a student-created public service announcement instead of traditional tests? Why?

  O


O

          O                              O




strongly agree          agree

     disagree
        strongly disagree


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

4. To promote relevant and meaningful real-life feedback, would you be interested in inviting your parent/parents to a screening of your student-created public service announcements?

  O


O

          O                              O




strongly agree          agree

     disagree
        strongly disagree

Thank you so much for your participation in this survey.  Your suggestions and comments are greatly appreciated and will be the focus for future projects.

Appendix #3

PIONEER MIDDLE SCHOOL

MR. SLAUGHTER 7th GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES EXPORATION

Dear Parents:

Our time in social studies exploration is coming to an end as a new quarter approaches.  I am writing to ask for your participation in a survey before the class ends.

For my graduate course, I am conducting research on the merit of service learning through CPR/First Aid certification and the use of a student-directed public service announcement to present their newly acquired skills.  Please take the time to fill out this survey.  Your answers will assist me in determining the future of this class.  Please do not write your name on this form.  All answers will be received anonymously.

Answer the following survey based on the following rating system.  Fill in the provided space above the corresponding answer. 
5. Does a service-learning project such as CPR certification have merit or worth as opposed to traditional teaching methods?

  O


O

          O                              O




strongly agree          agree

     disagree
        strongly disagree

6. Would the inclusion of media education such as a student-directed public service announcement be a meaningful experience?

  O


O

          O                              O




strongly agree          agree

     disagree
        strongly disagree

7. In terms of assessing student performance, would a public display of a student-directed public service announcements be appropriate and beneficial? Why?

  O


O

          O                              O




strongly agree          agree

     disagree
        strongly disagree


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

8. To promote relevant and meaningful real-life feedback, would you be interested in attending a screening of student-created public service announcements?

  O


O

          O                              O




strongly agree          agree

     disagree
        strongly disagree

Thank you so much for your participation in this survey.  Your suggestions and comments are greatly appreciated and will be the focus for future projects
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