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Lesson-Planning Worksheet 1

	Topic of lesson: Veteran’s Day Reflection



	Description of learners (Include any information you feel is relevant to the planning process for this lesson—class size implications, student learning styles, multicultural differences, diversity issues, etc.): Seventh grade classroom, some students with veteran and active military status family members



	Students’ content entry skills and implications: 

Recently, reports have accumulated the data that over 2,000 U.S. soldiers have lost their lives in Iraq.  After having a brief discussion, some students have stated that although the numbers are quite high, other wars have produced more deaths for U.S. soldiers.  



	Students’ technology entry skills and implications: 

A computer lab is available at the school with Internet access.  Most students are comfortable using the Internet and are accustomed to basic applications utilized by Microsoft Windows.



	Expected content and technology outcomes of the lesson: 

(Content) Students will:

-gain a visual perspective of Veteran’s Day and learn of the stories, sacrifices and personal connections of our veteran’s and active soldiers in Iraq  

-will be able to identify the causes of the Iraqi conflict

-will compare soldiers of World War II and the soldier of the future

-will examine the interrelationships of people

-explain the chronology and describe the influence of major events and key figures in eras studies

(Technology) Students will:

-practice responsible use of technology systems, information, and software

-use telecommunications to collaborate, publish, and interact with peers, experts, and other audiences

The websites below will assist in accomplishing the goals above

http://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/foreverasoldier/forever-chapter1.html
http://www.forgottensoldiers.org/educators.shtml



Lesson-Planning Worksheet 2

	Grade level: Seventh Grade Social Studies



	Lesson topic: Veteran’s Day



	Objectives of lesson (content and technology): 

(Content) Students will:

-gain a visual perspective of Veteran’s Day and learn of the stories, sacrifices and personal connections of our veteran’s and active soldiers in Iraq  

-will be able to identify the causes of the Iraqi conflict

-will compare soldiers of World War II and the soldier of the future

-will examine the interrelationships of people

-explain the chronology and describe the influence of major events and key figures in eras studies

(Technology) Students will:

-practice responsible use of technology systems, information, and software

-use telecommunications to collaborate, publish, and interact with peers, experts, and other audiences

The websites below will assist in accomplishing the goals above

http://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/foreverasoldier/forever-chapter1.html
http://www.forgottensoldiers.org/educators.shtml



Describe how you will use the four instructional strategies in your lesson. Note: Only two of the strategies need to reflect the use of technology.
	Springboard activity: Students will view a DVD of the U.S. Marines and Walter Rogers of CNN enter Baghdad, Iraq for the first time during Operation Iraqi Freedom.



	Information exploration: Students will be assigned a computer with Internet access.  They will then read the article “U.S. Death Toll in Iraq Reaches 2,000” at the following website: 

http://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/meast/10/25/iraq.main/
Students will also compare that number with those U.S. casualties of other wars:  WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam.  



	Active involvement: 

Students will be placed into groups to discuss their comparisons.  After a brief discussion, we will view the HBO documentary “Last Letters Home:  Voices of American Troops From the Battlefields of Iraq.”  After the film, they will answer the questions below:

1. Michelle Witmer stated, “Some things are worth dying for.”  Our troops defend our freedoms with their lives.  What types of freedoms are most important to you? Why?

2. Pierre Piché stated that he felt providing one year of service for his country was his sacrifice for freedom.  What can you do now to contribute to freedom, democracy and your country?

3. Jesse Givens stated, “I came to this terrible place for love.”  What did he mean by that?



	Closure/transfer: 

Students will complete the following activity over the weekend:

After watching the film, you are to assume a letter written by you will reach the above fallen soldiers.  How would you thank them?  How could you show your gratitude?  Volunteers will read their letters to the class as it springboards a class discussion.  The letters will eventually be sent to http://www.forgottensoldiers.org/educators.shtml as well as HBO.



	Expected content and technology outcomes of the lesson: 

Students are expected to observe Veteran’s Day in a productive way.  Hopefully, students will pass on their comprehension and interpretation of the day to others.  I am expecting this lesson to make an impact on students and enhance the citizenship education process.




Explain how the lesson components you described take into consideration the information you learned by identifying your learners. How did you use that information in your planning?

	The anticipatory set (springboard activity) is designed to identify reactions of the students.  This activity has also been designed to include all students at the seventh grade level.




Applying knowledge about best practices and effective instruction from past courses, describe how the following will be demonstrated in this lesson:

· How will this lesson challenge complex thinking through third-level questions (Habits of Mind)?

· How does the lesson address at least two of the four basic learning styles: SF—sensory-feelers; ST—sensory-thinkers; NT—intuitive-thinkers; and NF—intuitive-feelers?

· In what ways does the lesson demonstrate principles of Bloom’s taxonomy?

	The above lesson will challenge critical thinking skills through the closure activity.  By writing a letter to fallen soldiers, students are drawing upon prior knowledge to correspond the concepts of freedom and liberty.  Students will also apply their letters to core democratic values and their insight on the most important freedoms.  The above lesson challenges intuitive thinkers to promote their prior knowledge to create a meaningful lesson.  The sensing-feeling learners will work cooperatively with others during the springboard activity to collaborate their ideas/thoughts for class discussion.  Bloom’s taxonomy will be demonstrated at the levels of analysis and synthesis.  When the letters are read to each class, the evaluation level will be exhibited.   




Address any classroom management considerations you will make in implementing this lesson. If appropriate, draw upon some of the ideas shared in this week’s Discussion.

	To prepare for the class, the computer lab needs to be available (reserved in advance).  Also, the DVD Letters from Home needs to be purchased and a DVD player needs to be reserved.  My team of teachers also needs to donate their class time so the film can be viewed in its entirety.




