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China and Japan in Early Modern Times
A. China and Japan both close their borders to outsiders and rely on tradition to

restore order in their countries
Renewed Growth for China
A. During the mid 1300s the Mongols lost control of China and their dynasty

weakened
1. The Chinese eventually rebel and one of their leaders, Hong Wu, began the

Ming dynasty
A. Hong Wu set up his government based on Confucian ideas and rebuilt the

war torn land
B. He restored fields, irrigation systems, canals and roads
C. Under Hong Wu's rule, the population and economy grew
D. During his later years he became cruel and had thousands thrown into

jail or killed
2. Yong Le, Hong Wu's son, became leader and wanted to make China a major

force
A. He allied with Korea and conquered areas ofVietnam
B. He also paid for the ocean.voyages of Zheng He which flaunted China's

wealth of the Ming dynasty
China Looks Inward
A. After Yong Le's death the Ming officials destroyed all evidence of the voyages

and all that was learned
1. China eventually turns to isolation (not allowing the residents to trade

outside of
their country

2. China made the Great Wall stronger, repaired the Grand Canal and offered
help to farmers

3. Farm products, cloth, iron, and precious metals were traded inside of China
B. The Ming period was also a time of growth for Chinese culture

1. Calligraphy and the ma~g of porcelain were two examples of Chinese art
2. When told thattheir paintings did not contain perspective they still wanted

tradition to prevail
Pressure from the Outside
A. In 1557 the Portuguese were allowed to set up a trading fort in Macao

1. Later the Dutch, Spanish and English joined the Portuguese
B. The Ming also allowed Catholic missionaries into China
"c. Eventually conflict within led to the takeover of the Ming dynasty to the Qing

dynasty (Manchuria.) .
Tokugawa Japan
A. The Japanese also let foreign traders and missionaries into their country
B. In 1603, Tokugawa Ieyasu became Japan's shogun who drove out the

missionaries and allowed European traders only in the port of Nagasaki
C. Japan eventually closed its borders to the rest of the world
D. The daimyos also were given limited power
E. . A class system was also established
1. Shogun



1..4. f.
2. Daimyo -

3. Samurai (lived by a harsh code of conduct called Bushido) .

. 4. Farmers (Landlords and Government officials took part of their crops for taxes
which left barley enough to live on) .

5. Craftworkers and merchants did well economically by buying and selling goods
andlendingmoneyto samurai ..

F. Merchants eventually became patronsof the arts and literature
1. Haiku, a 17 syllable poem, is an exampleof this

G. Soon Japan put an end to their Closedeconomy

Confucius and Chinese Culture

CONFUCIUS (551-479 B.C.) was a philosopher, political thinker and educator whose ideas have greatly
influenced not only Chinese cuJture but world civilization.

Scholars down the ages have always maintained that "benevolence" is the core of Confucian teaching.
'!Benevolence" found its expression through the performance of Ii, a term usually translated as rites, but
which actually encompassed a great deal more: not just rituals but the social and political structure, the
etiquette of behavior between human beings.

. "Benevolence is to love all men"
. ~

"In teaching there should be .no distinction of classes," thus breaking the privilege of the aristocracy and
expanding the social base of education

"When you know a thing, to hold that you know it; and when you do not lmow a thing, to allow that you do
not lmow it -this is knowledge."

"a man who in his eager pursuit oflmowledge forgets his food, who in the joy ofits-attainmentforgets his
sorrows, and who does not perceive that old age is coming." 5


