SRI LANKAN AUSTRALIAN MALAY ASSOCIATION
(Established on 19 September 1998)

It has been said that if you wish to know your future, then we should renew the past.

Time and again it has been proved that our memories, as human memories tends to be, are remarkably short when we desire to forget. In the interest of our younger generation it will no doubt be wise to recount the events and the object that led to the formation of a separate organization for the Sri Lanka Malays domiciled in Sydney, Australia.

At a function organized for the Sri Lanka Malay community by Nizar Sappideen, Razikin Dole and Ezmal Lye during the latter part of 1997, the writer was invited to sing a few Malay songs at this get-together. With Ezmal Lye on the guitar popular Malay songs namely: - Rasa Sayange, Burung Ka-ka, Bengawan Solo and Suri Ram were sung with a lot of feelings and in harmony, which were well received by all those who attended the function. Following this function, a second one was organized at the Glendening Neighbourhood Centre. This function was well attended and afforded  an opportunity for the members of the Sri Lanka Malay community to meet and socialize in each  other’s company. At the end of the social a majority of those present posed the question “Why don’t we form our own Association so that we could all meet and pursue our cultural heritage”?
This suggestion was seriously considered. With the consent of Fayis Lye and Zeenia, singing practices took place at their residence in Glendenning, while the writer called on Yolande Koch and invited her to train some of our girls to dance a few traditional Malay dances. She readily agreed to help and soon after regular practices were held at the residence of Nizar Sappideen.

A meeting consisting of the following gentlemen was held on 6th June 1998 at the former residence of Nizar Sappideen located at 253 Caroline Chisholm Drive, Winston Hills.: -
Dr Ahamed Veerabangsa, Capt Anwar Dole, Bashur Musafer, Ezmal Lye, Razikin Dole, Al Haj P T Ousmand, Sameen Shaideen, Tony Sookoor and Nizar Sappideen (convener).

At the commencement of the meeting, Rizwan Miskin who was residing at Nizar Sappideen’s house was invited to the meeting. At this meeting it was unanimously agreed that an Association should be formed in Australia for the expatriate Sri Lanka Malays. The meeting also unanimously agreed that the new Association should be called “The Sri Lanka Malay Association of Australia” which was changed at the AGM of 1999 to SRI LANKAN AUSTRALIAN MALAY ASSOCIATION with a short title abbreviated to SLAMA. The Inaugural Meeting was tentatively fixed for 5th September 1998, which was changed to 19th September 1998 at a later date, to be held at Dundas Community Centre, Sturt Street, Telopea followed by a social and a variety entertainment. 
After a week’s wet weather with torrential rain, gale force, winds and floods, Saturday 19th September 1998 turned out to be calm, bright and a sunny day. The Inaugural General Meeting took place at 6:30 p.m. on this day at which 48 families were present. The meeting was chaired by Capt Anwar Dole who was unanimously elected Pro-Tem Chairman. The election of 3 Patrons, Office Bearers and Members to the Executive Committee took place. Encik Nizar Sappideen who worked tirelessly with the co-operation and support from many Malay brothers and sisters was the popular choice for the much coveted post of President. It must be mentioned that he was President for the second time in 1999 and for the third time in 2006.

SLAMA is ever grateful to the following members for their valuable contributions:-
1)
Dr Ahamed Veerabangsa, who, devoted much of his time and careful research to produce the Logo for SLAMA which has been acclaimed as an admirable piece of work. 

2)
M/s Zareena Jalill for composing the lyrics and music for SLAMA theme song ‘SLAMAT SLAMA’, which is rendered with much feelings and pride at all functions and on any important occasions organized by SLAMA.

3)
M/s Zareena Jalill for a thoughtful and meaningful ode to SLAMAT SLAMA.
4)
A special Committee consisting of the following members who drafted the constitution after many meeting and careful research:-

Professor Caroline Sappideen, Dr A Veerabangsa, Capt Anwar Dole, Encik Nizar Sappideen. M/s Shyama Dole attending to all secretarial work.

5)
Encik Fayis Lye for his tireless contributions to compose and provide music for all songs and dances since the inauguration of SLAMA. 

6)
All past Presidents and members of the Executive and Sub-Committees for their dedication and valuable contributions in keeping with the objectives of SLAMA embodied in the constitution. 
7)
M/s Yolande Koch for training our girls to perform traditional Malay dances at the social functions in 1998 and 1999 and to all other participants at SLAMA Nite functions held each year since SLAMA was formed.

The formation of SLAMA reflects the great importance of maintaining the identity, history and culture of the Malays in Australia. It echoes the same need that our forebears felt, consequent to their exile to Sri Lanka from the Indonesian Archipelago, Malaysia and Singapore. We should for a moment pause and ask ourselves the question “what is it that we wish to hold to our hearts as part of what we are, of our shared inheritance”. The answer is the history of ourselves, our shared ideals, our wish to impart to our younger generation, the very best of what we have had, our cultural heritage reflected in music, dance and language. 
The ultimate aim in the formation of SLAMA is to impart to the younger generation of Malays in Australia, the knowledge and experience that the elders have gained from their parents and ancestors. 
In generation to come and in the years ahead, we shall pray and seek the Blessings of Almighty Allah that our children will cherish the tireless efforts of our members.

Long live SLAMA

Capt Anwar Dole, P.P.N. (Malaysia) 

