SLAMA sports day provides good fun for kids and adults. (Zarina Jalill)



The day got off to a good start. The sun was out, the ghetto blaster was pumped up to full volume, the chairs were laid out, the people and food poured in. 

Zeena Ahlip’s kiribath and katta sambol provided the first of the mouth-watering food to be shared around. Like birds we all flocked around to get a bit.

The cricket match kicked off first…and then the fun started. Farah Carim and Marina Buckman started the childrens and other races. Between these two ladies they did a sterling job in getting it all worked out.

The donut eating race was as much fun for the onlookers as it was stressful for some of the younger participants. Ijaz Miskin just wanted a donut – he did not want to run. Atisha Buckman got upset as she hurt her hand and stepped out. Haroun Dole stared horrified as his half eaten donut tumbled onto the grass and disqualified himself. Riaz Ousmand pounced on his donut despite its grassy destination and continued on to win a place. 6 year old Sarah Packeer who was visiting with her parents from Sri Lanka showed spunk and determination when she persevered with her donut with her hands held firmly behind her back.    

The ladies donut eating race was as hilarious…Its anyone’s guess how Suthami Samsudeen managed to put away an entire donut in such record time… 

The childrens wheel barrow race saw some confusion. Some wheel barrows took off without their “pushers”. Little Shenaya Sukoor was one such who ended up losing her wheel barrow. She handled it well though – just shrugged her shoulders and said, “Oh well!” Other better coordinated pairs had a navigation problem and headed sideways - away from the finish line. The finish line had to follow them! 

The womens tug-o-war was another barrel of laughs. Nizar and Amin tried vainlessly to keep away the husbands and sons from jumping in to help their struggling women folk. But they were dreadfully, dreadfully unsuccessful. At the last moment all hands jumped into the fray to help out.

The committee had provided a meal of string hoppers for the adults and hot dogs for the children. Rukmin, Fransia, Fiona and Charmila donated their time to keep the food warmed and served. Ah…the trials of the President’s wife!

Razikin Dole’s late entrance into the event kicked off the joyous sing-song with his lively handling of the tambourine. Uncle Jamu Uduman, who was visiting from Melbourne, entertained the group with a mix of Malay, Hindi and yes…even Islamic “pathams” - EM Haniffa style - with some very able assistance from Amin.  

Zeshan Mantara did the honours as the MC for the prize giving.  

Hats off to Rukshan and Farah Carim and all those who lent them assistance on that day. 

The day concluded with the announcement of the next event - the SLAMA bus-picnic. There was a scramble to get tickets as there are limited seats on the bus….get in quick with your requests so you do not miss out……

